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Abstract

The objective of this research is to study the Buddhism in the Republic of
Union of Myanmar by analyzing the historical information, politics and
administration, Buddhist administration and the social and cultural relationship,
to study and analyze the supporting process in the social and cultural
relationship, and to analyze trend and direction of Buddhism for the social and
cultural development in the Republic of Union of Myanmar. This research is a
qualitative research, studying on document, interview, group discussion, and
unofficial observation, then, analyzing on those contents. The result is found
that;

1. Buddhism and other religions were propagated to this land in the
Kingdom of Sri Ksetra since 100 B.C. However, the Theravada Buddhism was
clearly found in the Pagan era where the first king named Anoratha the Great
ruled the kingdom. The important Buddhist evident is “Pagoda”. Buddhism has
still been supporting by Kings, rulers, and people all alons.

2. The Buddhist management in each area at present is outstanding, and
manifests in specific identity, which are supporting each other naturally. For
Buddhist administration, the highest organization called the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee, which is governed from state level till temple level. In the

education, there are organizations that either freely self-managed or the
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patronage state. For vispassana-mediation administration, there are strong and
self-supporting meditation centers such as Mahasi Sayadaw Vispassana Meditation
Center and Ledi Sayadaw Vispassana Meditation Center, inherited to Goenka.
These meditation centers are the prototype to many other vispassana meditation

centers.

3. Society, culture, and Buddhism are firmly supporting process to one
another. Tighten to the triple gems, the 12 months cultural traditions connected
the Buddhist belief to the cultural tradition will cause the process called “the
Myanmar Buddhist way”.

4. Trend and direction of Buddhism is based on the component of the
society and culture which will be the factors to set the direction of the Buddhism
how to move forward. The evidences that show Buddhism in this country is still
settled and trend is improving are the teaching of many meditation centers
including the educational management which is still the tool to support the
Buddhist heirs both boys and girls who study Pali and Tipitaka continuously and
strictly practice.

Keywords: The Buddhism in Burma (Myanmar), History, Culture, Social
Relationship
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THE VENERABLE VAKKALI IN PALI SCRIPTURES: A BRIDGING POINT CANNOT BE MEETED
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Abstract

The venerable Vakkali, whose story was found in the Tipitaka and
the commentaries, is of both similarity and differences. On similarity, he
was taught by the Buddha: “yo kho Vakkali Dhammam, so mam passati -
Oh! Vakkali one who sees the Dhamma sees me.” On differences, one of
which is the “enlightenment” that is worthy of mentioning; the venerable
Vakkali in  the Tipitaka was taught by the Buddha to take the Insight
meditation focusing on ugliness of body, he was then trapped in the
knowledge of dispassion that led to misunderstanding that he had
absolutely attained the enlishtenment. He, wanting to be freed from the
ugly body soon, killed himself, cutting his throat with a knife; during that
he feared the death and knew that he himself was very far from the
enlightenment, consequently he mindfully restarted to continue taking the
insight meditation and then attained the arahatship there. On the
contrary, the venerable Vakkali in the Commentaries was disappointed and
sorrowful due to being condemned by the Buddha, who tried to pull
him back from falling into delusion of seeing his smart body. As a result
of such an appointment, he killed himself, jumping from a mountain and
immediately was saved by the Buddha, who called his name that caused
him to retrieve mindfulness and concentration with rapture, and who
urged him to take an Insight meditation to reduce the rapture and safely
come down on the earth; immediately after that the Buddha continued to
suggest him until he attained the arahatship there. All of these are the

similarity and differences, in which a meeting point cannot be found.

Keywords: The Venerable Vakkali, Pali Scriptures, A Bridging Point
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Abstract

This article was compiled to present the findings from this independent
self-study. The objectives of the study were 1) to study the structure of the
National Office of Buddhism where it was found that the National Office of
Buddhism was established under the act to amend ministry, sub-ministry and
department B.E. 2545. It is an independent organization under the direct
command of the Prime Minister and acts as a liaison between the Government
and the Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand 2) to study the roles and
authorities of the National Office of Buddhism where it was found that the
primary roles and authorities of the National Office of Buddhism are to
cooperate, promote and enhance all Buddhist activities in order to achieve the
management and establishment objectives 3) to study the achievement of
management of the National office of Buddhism where it was found that in
overall it was at a moderate level 4) to study the factors affecting the
achievement of management in accordance with POSDCORB model where it
was found that job planning and budgeting affect the achievement of
management objectives 5) to propose suggestions for improving the factors
affecting the administration of the National Office of Buddhism where it was
found that the organization should have more appropriate programs and
projects covering all its aspects and should request more budgets from the
Local Administration and the organization’s management should have better
vision and qualities and should be more creative in order to achieve the

objectives of the organization.

Keywords: The Management, The National Office of Buddhism.
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were, To study community culture, To study
globalization impact that change social and culture for community culture and
To study the procedure of strategy for building culture community integration
that development administration sustainable by KSM Model. The research used
the mixed research method consist of qualitative research method and
Quantitative research method. The researcher collected qualitative data using in-
depth interviews quantitative data using a questionnaire. Data analysis used the
following statistics: percentage, average, standard deviation, Correlation
Coefficient, multiple regression analysis by Enter Regression, F-test for significant of
the coefficient is related to multiple and Test community culture dimension that
impact KSM Model by t-test.

The research findings were as follows:

1. Community culture of Thai-Cambodian Thai-Kuy and Thai-Lao ethnic
have life style identity by same social and culture because concept of inheriting
for social and culture. It is developed by same way such as respect nature that
are made from their belief as a man came from nature and nature made him

good or bad person. They belief that human life depend on the nature.

2. The social and community cultureof Thai-Cambodian Thai-Kuy and

Thai-Laoin globalization.The area researches which will stay in far civilization area



) WAL 3578 NINIFu ~ oo ~ U1 o alUfl b WuN1AL - FNAY bE e

but world trend all right expand to is influential and have an affect on build the
way of life and the culture of a person in the community, both of in the manner
adds and negative in the way of lifemake the base thinks of a person in the
community that has evered to reach the base can think the capitalism changes
to go to because of, see the effect that happen, the base thinks new of a person
in the community is importance alms and the community are born learning with
oneself, be born many view social dimension points, bring about the
development that last long on asset social base, community culture. The change

follows world trend and bring about to are born the development permanently.

3. Integration that the strategy culture community integration for
development administration by KSM Model that concept of Professor
Dr. Boontun Docthaisong found that KSM Model is important role that can
forecast human resource. Thus if there is gived the community knows and
understand community culture of oneself clearly pass KSM Model that show
their to know and appreciate of community culture systemically. They will be
totaled up and culture community integration for development administration

permanently.

Keywords: The strategy, integration, the community Culture, Development

Administration
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Abstract

This research work is consisted of 3 objectives, namely; (1) to study the
patronage system and the problems of the patronage system arising in the Thai
Government Offices, (2) to study the process of solving the problems of the
patronage system arising in the Government Offices, (3) to study the process of
solving the problems of the patronage system arising in the Thai Government
Offices with the Buddhist integration.

The finding from the research is that patronage system has contributed to
benefit sharing in particular of the same groups such as friends, relatives and
followers. This makes the people who are working for government agency lack
of qualified ability and virtue as the characteristics of the leader to serve in high
level of position as heads or commanders. As Thai administrational system has
been faced with the problems while ineffective in dealing. The conflict within
the state agency and organization themselves have effected to the motivation,
confidence and inspiration of the state employees to work for. Thai
administration system has been looked as lack of justice that significantly
destroyed the state. The problems in Thai governmental administration can be
solved unless taking the ethic system to replace the patronage system. In terms
of good management and administration the administrator must be qualified with
well conscious mind and do not involve in four agati (evil courses of action).
Although, the leaders of every government agency should bear in mind to
respond the results of good and bad action within their organizations. The
principles based on reason and justice should be observed to provide the equal
rights to all people in the organizations without patronage system. Consideration
the people who are qualified with knowledge, capacity and virtue in
administration by using Buddhist-innovation approaches and good governance
principles to solve the problems. In which determine form of practice to balance
the use of patronage system and ethic system, while ethic should be considered
as prior importance. Finally educating the state employees about good

administration as to cultivate them for the common benefits of the nation.

Keywords: Patronage system, Buddhist integration.
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Abstract

This article present the study of the Buddha-dharma practice of Asoka people,
as the practice would lead to liberation of suffering according to a new paradigm based
on individuals, communities and environmental development. The dhamma-practice
can be integrated with regardless different cultures in the world. The article presented
an example of behavior focused on non-conducting bad kamma by abstaining from
eating the meat in daily life. As self-discipline in the first principle of adhisila (higher
morality) of non-killing the others and preventing the cause might other to commit the
killing too. The steps in practicing of fifteen carana (conduct) and eight vijja (knowledge)
have been applied with the four Satipattana in order to realize the Four Noble Truth.
In which the practice will be emphasized only in the first-four carana including:
samvarasila (moral restrain), indriya (spiritual faculty of eye, ear, nose, tongue, body
and mind), bhojanemattafiiutd (moderation in consuming), and jagariyanuyoga
(wakefulness). Conclude that the precise of detail, form of practice and process

individuals can evaluate their success with scientific means.

Keywords: To the Supra-mundane goal.
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Abstract

This thesis was applied from ‘The study of language and culture in Thai-
Kui: Ponchang tradition’, the thesis for doctorate degree majored in Thai
language of Kasetsart University. This thesis presented the result of research that
aims to study the vocabularies which reflected culture in Ponchang tradition. In
Buddhism bible obviously mentioned that elephants are important and have the
duty to make Buddhist insight Buddhism more understandingly. As for Thai
Buddhist, we deem that elephants are vital as well that apparently see in the
ordination ceremony of Thai-Kui tribe people at Ban Ta Klang, Krapo sub district,
Tha Toom district, Surin province where still preserves and transfers the
ceremony, the would-be monks ride on elephants’ back and parade around the
ordination hall (ubosot) before entering the ordination venue to become the
Buddhist monks completely from generation to generation. The study of the
vocabularies that reflect culture in the case of Ponchang tradition of Thai-Kui
was gathered from studying documents and interviews the local scholar speakers
and the data were collected from 17 rituals of Ponchang traditions. The result
was found that vocabularies reflected culture in four different types as follows:
1. Language Culture 2. Material Culture 3. Mental Culture 4. Traditional Culture
which they were related to the doctrines of Buddha such as five precepts,

esteem with faith, and chanting etc..

Keywords: Culture, Thai-Kui, Ponchang
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CONCEPTION OF BUDDHIST KINGSHIP IN THAILAND: COMPARATIVE STUDIES IN
SUKHOTHAI, AYUADHYA AND JOSEON DYNASTIES
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Abstract

In Sukhothai and Ayudhya dynasties, Kings were regarded as Lord of life
and had a good relationship to Buddhism. They, as the righteous state rulers, not
only supported Buddhism, but also utilized the Buddhist concepts of kingship to
enhance and maintain their political power. Buddhism especially Mahayana sect
in Pre-Joseon dynasty, like Sukhothai and Ayudhya dynasties, once used to
flourish under the patronage of Buddhist Kings, but it declined after the collapse
of Buddhist Kings. In Joseon dynasty, Kings, as Lord of life, turned to support
Neo-Confucianism and oppressed Buddhism obviously. About this phenomenon,
there seems to be the obvious dissimilarity as compared to Sukhothai and
Ayudhya dynasties, because such the phenomenon never occurred. Furthermore,
there was no phenomenon of Neo-Confucianism against Buddhism in Sukhothai
and Ayudhya dynasties like Joseon dynasty. Always, Buddhism and Buddhist Kings
are found to play a large role together in Sukhothai and Ayudhya dynasties.
However, the similarity of Kings in Sukhothai, Ayudhya and Joseon dynasties, as

rishteous state rulers, is found undoubtedly.

Keywords: Buddhist Kingship, Sukhothai, Ayudhya, Joseon Dynasty
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1. Introduction

In this article, it amed at
studying the Buddhist conception of
Thailand

Sukhothai and Ayudhya dynasties and

kingship in focusing  on

especially it aimed at studying
comparatively with Joseon dynasty in
Korea. Such the study will benefit to
understand about the holistic view of
the Buddhist conception of kingship in
Sukhothai and Ayudhya dynasties and
similarity and realize similarity and
dissimilarity of the conception between
Sukhothai,

dynasties.

Ayudhya and  Joseon

Generally speaking, Buddhism in
Thailand is not only a dominant
religion, but also the way of life of
Thai  people. According to the
renowned name of Thailand as we
know “Land of Smiles”, it reflected
obviously about the influences of
Hinayana Buddhist doctrines in hearts of
Thai people. In Korea, once Mahayana
Buddhism used to flourish under the
patronage of Kings in the former times.
Like Thailand, Korean Kings and
population followed Buddhism and

Buddhism played very important role in

the spirit of Korean people. Buddhism
is not only a dominant religion, but
also way of life of Korean people.
However, after the collapse of Kings,
who gave patronage to Buddhism, and
brought ~ another  spiritual  and
philosophical belief; Confucianism, in
order to support. Neo-Confucianism
began to fight against Buddhism in
Korea. After that, power and status of
Buddhism in Korea becomes weak.
Unlike Thailand, power and status of
Buddhism is very strong and stable in

nation.

1.1. Historical Overview of
Buddhism Entered into Thailand and

Korea.

Buddhism
Thailand (or Siam) in 3 Buddhist
Century after King Ashok of India, who

entered into

believed in Buddhism and sent nine
groups of the Buddhist missionaries in
order to propagate the Buddhist
doctrines in different directions within
India and abroad. One group of the
nine Buddhist missionaries leaded by
Sana and Uttara monks came to
(Thailand). After

welcome by

Suvarnabhumi

that, Buddhism is

area
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Siamese people and then it plays an
important role in the spiritual believes
including other ways related to way of

lives of Thai people.

According to the history of
Sukhothai Period, Buddhism has been
recognized as the state's religion and
significantly fundamental influence of
Thai society and culture. Sangha
(Monastic Community) has played a
large role in Thai society since the
ancient times. Temples served as an
important social unit for it, is the
center of villages; they were both
spiritual  and  educational center.
Buddhism is expressed in every aspect
of Thai daily life. From birth to death,
Buddhism is

ceremonies

represented as the
believed  to  bring
happiness to life. Although, the
original Buddhist doctrines do not say
anything about ceremonies people
have assimilated Buddhism with the

primitive animist believes.

In respect of Buddhist history as

specified above, Phra  Srisitthimuni
(2549) explained clearly that about our
history; we see clearly the close
relationship between Buddhism and
the Thai nation. The history of the

Thai nation is also the history of

Buddhism. The Thai nation originated
over 2,000 years ago. Also in that
same period Buddhism came and has
played an important part in Thai
history ever since. The Thai nation
settled firmly in present-day Thailand
700 years ago. Also 7th centuries ago it
adopted  the

Buddhism. The charm that has earned

present form of
Thailand the reputation as the “Land
of Smiles” undoubtedly comes from
the influence of Buddhism over her
peoptez.

Theravada Buddhism has been
the dominant religion in Thailand.
Under the constitution, The King, as a
symbol of the nation, although
protector of all religions must be a
Buddhist, Buddhism in Thailand has
flourished under patronage of the
monarch, with many numbers of the
royalty
time. There are now two main Orders

of Buddhism in Thailand. i.e.

entering  the  order for

Mahanikaya and Thammayut Nikaya

2Phra
Buddhism 7,

www. mcu.ac.th.

“Thai
http://

site/  articlecontent

Srisittimuni,
[online] source:
desc.php?article id =
(Accessed: 31 Dec. 2011), 2006.

1175&menutype=.
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Orders. Thamayutta is a new order
established by Prince Mongkut in the
1830 s. (then the King Rama IV), of
Thailand. After established of the new
order, the old order has been called

“Mahanikaya”

Buddhism
reportedly introduced to Korea from
China in 372. As it has done in other
Buddhism

elements of the

In  Korea, was

places, incorporated

local  religion,
Shamanism, into its ideology. Three of
the most important spirits - Sanshin
(the Mountain Spirit), Toksong (the
Recluse) and Chilsong (the Spirit of the
Seven Stars, the Big Dipper) became
part of Korean Buddhism and special
shrines are set aside for them in many
temples. That said the fundamental
of  Buddhism
Buddhism  in

remained.
flourished
obviously during the Goryo Dynasty
(918 to 1392). However, collapse of

teachings

Korea

Buddhism came to Korea when the
arrival of the Joseon (Chosun) Dynasty
(1392 to 1910). Joseon Dynasty
resulted in expression repression of
Buddhism and believers as it was

replaced by Neo-Confucian ideology.

1.2 Buddhism Related to Kings

in Thailand and Korea

Buddhism was rich and
influent into Thais in Sukhothai and
Ayudhya  Dynasties  very  much.

According to the King Ramkhamhaeng’s
Stone Inscription and Suphasit Phra
Ruang (The maxims of King Ruang)
showed that Buddhism in Sukhothai
Dynasty was prosperous obviously.
Undoubtedly, the Kings taught people
to know virtue, sins and merit, good
and bad, truth and unfair etc. They
were good model Kings and people
were good Buddhists. There seems to
be the similarity in this point of
flourishing  and  glorification  of
Buddhism in Ayudhya Dynasty and
different Dynasties of Korea such as

Shilla and Koryo Dynasties etc.

In Ayudhya Dynasty, Buddhism
with its strong monastic establishment
played the important role in society,
forming a focal point for village life,
providing young males with an
education and offering those people,
who elected to remain in the
monkshood (Sangha), a channel for
upward social mobility. The reign of

King Boromaraja | (King U-Thong) was
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an important period in the history of
Ayudhya, which became the famous
center of Siam, not only politically,

but also spiritualty.3

Buddhism entered into
different countries not only Thailand
as mentioned in the above, but also
Korea. Historically, it came to Korea by
introducing from China. The essential
and thinkable matter that Buddhism
from China combined with indigenous
Shamanism should undoubtedly be
taken into account. During the Three
Kingdoms period; Goguryeo, Baekje
and Shilla Dynasties, Buddhism was
slowly developed very much. After
the unification of the peninsula in 668
AD. by Shilla Dynasty, the golden age
of the unified Shilla Dynasty (668-935
A.D.) was followed by ritualistic Koryo
Dynasty (935-1392 AD.). With the
downfall of the above said Koryo
Dynasty, status of Buddhism slowly
declined as the new rulers of the
adopted  Neo-

to this,

Joseon  Dynasty

Confucianism.  Prior many

Buddhist monks had become overly

° Danai Chaiyotha, Kings and
Buddhism in Thai History, p. 135.

involved in politics, resulting in royal

strife.

According to the introductory
light as mentioned in the above, it can
obviously be put in the essential
observations that Buddhism, as
spiritual religion, involves with the
Three Dynasties namely; Sukhothai,
Ayudhya of Thailand and Joseon
Dynasties of Korea. The Kings played
the different roles of administration
toward Buddhism and its followers
implicitly. There seem to be
dissimilarity between the roles of
Buddhist Kingship in Sukhothai,
Ayudhya Dynasties and Joseon
Dynasty. The oppression and
restriction of Buddhism by some Thai
Kings never have been found
obviously. Therefore, this paper will
carry out the comparative study of the
important conception of Buddhist
Kingship, as the state rulers, in the
three dynasties concerned. Especially
focus on the roles of Kings and
Buddhism as religion, and
Confucianism as a political ideology in

Joseon Dynasty will be done.

2. Source of Kingship: The Definition
and Its Theory of Religious Origins
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Thailand is ruled by the
righteous Kings from the former times
till the present times.

Sukhothai

Especially,
and Ayudhya Dynasties
were ruled by the righteous Kings too.
Not only that, Korean Kings from first
dynasty to last dynasty also ruled the
state by using real Buddhist teachings
or other doctrines mixed or related
implicitly to Buddhism. So, the word
“King” or “Kingship” in the politic
system is very important to know its
sources and then we will see and
view of

understand the holistic

Kingship obviously.
2.1 The Definition of Kingship

In ancient Brahmanism, the
Sanskrit word “Kshatriya” (Kingship) as
found is derived from the root of word
“Ksatra” meaning roof, umbrella,
dominion, power and government.
Kshatriya occupied the second highest
position in Indian Hindu Society. Under
the Hindu Caste System, Kshatriyas are
the ruler and warriors. The Kshatriya
caste members have hold power for
centuries in India. Although, the caste
system has been drastically
demolished through legislation and
India, it is not

social reform in

uncommon to see Kshatriya in public
office in India, since they have been
associated with power and ruling for

so long.

2.2 The Kingship’s Theory of

Religious Origins

According to the History of
Kshatriya, in earliest Vedas, Kshatriya
rank the highest in position, but they
were given punishment by the sixth
incarnation of Vishnu name
Parasurama for their tyranny and the
caste has fallen to the second position
at the end of the Vedic era.
Immediately, after the Brahmins, it is
the turn of Kshatriya or the warrior

caste. They were the ruling class and

often by collaborating with the
Brahmins they reigned over their
Kingdom. In ancient India, the rulers

were bound by Holy Scriptures to
govern their Kingdoms with justice. A
Hindu ruler was the protector of his

subjects.

The Aryans were the earliest
warrior classes, whose reference is

found in Rgaveda. The Kshatriya
Dharma propagates that it is the duty
of every Kshatriya to fight against

injustice. Their origin can be tracked
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back to the Vedic Civilization.

However, there is more than one
theory that explains their evolution.
The first version has its root in the
Hindu Mythology. According to this,
while Lord Brahma was creating the
universe it was decided that a special
kind of human race would have to be
create to save and protect the
humans. Thus, the Kshatriya came into

existence.

Another theory in Rgveda
stated that the Kshatriyas are made up
of God’s arms. According to the
doctrine, the Lord’s four body parts
makes up the four classes of the
society. According to Manu, the Vedic
Theologies, it was due to different
occupations that the people were
divided. Those who practiced martial
art became Kshatriya. In early time,
rigidity in the caste system was not

much prevalent.

Furthermore, by the attitude
of other religions such as Buddhism,
Christianity and  Confucianism  etc.
towards source of Kingship concerned.
It is important to know that a king is a
hereditary male ruler of royal descent.
The Lord Buddha defined a king as

‘the chief of men.” Different religions

have different theories about the
origins and nature of kingship. The
Bible, for

obviously that all rulers derive their

Holy example, says
power from God and, thus, to obey
the king is to obey God (Romans 13,1-
2). In Europe, this doctrine came to be
known as ‘the divine right of kings.’
Confucianism taught a similar idea
‘the  Mandate of Heaven.’

Shinto  and

called
According  to later
Hinduism, kings actually were gods. It
naturally followed from all these ideas
that a king’s legitimacy was not
derived from his fitness to rule, but

from divine assent and approval.

The Lord Buddha had an
entirely different and more realistic
concept of kings and kingship. In the
Agganna Sutta, he posited a social
contract theory of monarchy. In
ancient days, he said, people saw the
need for some form of government
and so they elected from amongst
themselves a person who they
thought would be best able to rule
them. According to the Hindu myth,
the first king of India was
Mahasammata, a name whose origin

the Buddha reinterpreted in support of



;’ “ L% a = a L4
B sansdudiafnenUsnssad

~ ol ~ U1l @0 aluil b NeuN1AL-GNIAY e e

his idea to mean ‘elected by the

majority” (D.I11,93; Ja.ll,352).

Thus, according to the
Buddhist theory as mentioned in the
above, kings derived their legitimacy
from general consent, i.e. from the
people they ruled. It followed from
this that a king retained his right to
rule only for so long as his subjects
benefited from it. Several stories in
the Jataka implicitly suggest that
people had a right to overthrow a king
who was cruel, unjust or incompetent
(Ja.l,326; 1II,513-14; VI,156). Such ideas
were far too ahead of their time and
there is little evidence that they were
ever applied. However, the Lord
Buddha’s teaching of good governance
had some influence in making kings

4
more humane.

In Thailand, like many aspects

of Thai culture, concept of Thai
kingship has drawn on ancient Hindu
ideas, modified by later Buddhist ones.
The Hindu or Vedic idea of a king is of
whose absolute

a warrior leader

power comes from military might, and

4Piyapong Mahamontri, Buddhism
and Its Doctrines, (2007), p. 65.

who is accorded the status of a semi-
deity, a status protected by strict
traditions. For example kings were
approached by their subjects crawling
on the ground before them, persons
outside the royal family were not
allowed to touch them, and a special
royal language had to be used in their
presence. All royal protocol, with its
elaborate ceremonies and rituals was
supervised by a caste of Brahmins.
This concept is known as that of
Devaraja. The other source from which
ideas of kingship was inherited, was
Theravada Buddhism. Buddhism urged
that the king must

with Dharma, the

govern in
accordance
teachings of the Buddha. This concept
is known as Dharmaraja. Over time,
these two concepts have occasionally

been at odds with each other.

The first King of all Thailand
was King Sri Indraditya, who founded
the Sukhothai Dynasty in 1238. The
Sukhothai Dynasty was eventually
supplanted by the Ayudhya Dynasty,
which was founded in 1351 by King
Ramathibodhi. Under the Ayudhya
kings, the Hindu or Vedic concept of
royal rule became much stronger. This

continued until Ayudhya Dynasty was
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sacked and burnt to the ground by
invading Burmese forces in 1767. After
a brief interlude a new kingdom was
established by King Buddha Yodfa
Chulaloke (Rama 1) at a new capital
downstream from Ayudhya, which he
named Krungthep Mahanakorn, now
better known to the wider world as
Bangkok. The dynasty he founded

continues today.
2.3 Devine Kingship

As observed generally, from
Sukhothai to Ayudhya Dyansty Kings
was regarded as Devine Kings in order
to rule the state. What is the word
Devine Kingship means? The Divine
kingship is a concept that views a ruler
as an incarnation, manifestation,
mediator, or agent of the sacred
world. Divine kingship is a natural
outgrowth of societal changes in
complex societies. It is a political and
religious form of organization that
repeatedly developed in cultures all

over the world.

The Divine Kingship typically
emerges as a result of the
development of hierarchical structure.
Chiefs, who declare their leadership

through kin descent, become focused

on control of land and resources. As a
result, they seek to gain political
advantage. Their position in a descent
hierarchy typically enables them to
call upon ancestors for assistance.
Clan rank can typically be associated
with associations of spiritual powers.
This fusion of the political and social
worlds  with the religious world is
assumed to be ordered and logical. As
a result, it is relatively easy to take
make a claim of divine kingship.
Hierarchical structure would then
evolve logically from the chiefdom
into a divine kingship as population
growth increased and the need for
greater political authority and control
developed. The issue becomes one of

how much control and how far does it

reach.

Various types of sacred
kingship have prevailed in ancient
three  basic

cultures. There are

characteristics of sacred kings:

(1) They are the receptacle of
supernatural or divine power;

(2) They descend from divine
or semi-divine rulers; and

(3) They are agents or

mediators of the sacred.
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As observed in the light as
mentioned in the above, it can be said
more that Divine Kingship is very
important in the politic system. The
same before  the
establishment of the first Thai
Kingdom in the city of Sukhothai, the

was  found

area of the present-today Thailand
had undergone a phase of various
hegemonies starting with the Funan.
There were certain local powers such
as the Lavo and the Mon who tried to
evolve a state or rule before the
Khmer Kings started benefitting from
the riches of the northern and central
Thailand.

Throughout  this  politico-
historical development India remained
in constant touch with the area’s
society and culture either direct
(through trade routes) or indirect
(through the Indianized kingdom of the
Khmers). As the trade was the most
important factor of this epoch it is
desirable to analyze the beginning of
the trade and maritime activities,
which carried the Indians to the share
of Thailand via Brahmanism. In the
Thailand,

Sukhothai Dynasty, the Brahmana-s is

case of the northern

much hectically associated with the

royalty. Here, belief of Brahmanism
regarding the Divine Kings influenced
toward the state rulers from that

times.

3. The Obvious Status of Buddhist
Kingship and Its Political Power

In Thailand, it is true to say
that Buddhism is the state religion,
because more than 90 percent of Thai
populations are Buddhists. His Majesty
the King of Thailand, according to the
Constitution of the Kingdom, is to be a
Buddhist. Buddhist
former times till he present times of
Thailand must study the Buddhist

Kings from the

doctrines in order to understand and
then use benefit from Buddhist
teaching studies as tool or political

principles for ruling the state.

3.1 Kings as the Righteous

State Rulers

At the first time  of
establishment of Sukhothai Dynasty,
Sukhothai has not much wide area
and its populations are also not much
in numbers. Especially, it is in the time
in order to build up the fortune of
state. So, it becomes to rule the state
with  the

traditional  pattern  of
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government, which holds the family
relationship as the main point to rule.
Consequently, Sukhothai’s Kings in the
first times behaved as the father of
population and ruled the populations
in state closely and care for them very
much. It can be compared with a
village headman looks after villagers in
the present time. At the same time,
the Kings also has the absolute power
over lives of villagers. This very
government caused the paternalistic
Kings often used the title of name Pho

Khun.

When there was no war. Pho
Khun has duty to assuage sufferings
and maintain the happy lives of
citizens. Particularly, populations can
come to complain to the Kings closely
and easily. Not only that, Pho Khun
hold also the duty as a judge in order
to give faimess to the citizens and
judge  disputes  of  populations.
Moreover, the

Buddhism taught and trained their

Kings  promoted
own populations in order to practice
according to the doctrines of
Buddhism and helped population to
earn a living. At the time of war, Pho
Khun will be a commander-in-chief in

order to ﬁght with enemies and began

to expand borders in order to enlarge

the stable state.

Paternalistic Kings was held as
the prominent characteristic in the
political system when we have studied
about the Sukhothai Dysnaty. Actually,
such the Paternalistic system has only
been found in the first part of
Sukhothai Dynasty. Then it has been
adjusted and changed to Dharmaraja
or Dharma King according to the
political environments and necessity in
the later period. However, the vast
state of Sukhothai is unstable and has
been invaded when the reign of King
Ramkhamhaeng ended. Finally, the
state of Sukhothai came to the

collapse.

In the reign of

Phramadhramarajalitai, the political
situation in both internal and external
state has multiple problems very
much. In the internal state, there were
problems regarding succeeding the
throne of the Phrachaolitai in 1890 B.E.
It is not easy to access to the throne.
He used the absolute power in order
to  suppress  another

Sukhothai

group  of
royalty, who wished to
occupy the throne. Morevoer, he must

arrange in order to solve problems



;’ “ L% a = a L4
B sansdudiafnenUsnssad

~ 0 ~ UMl oo alUll b OB 1AU-FNIAY e e

about disobey of colonized cities for

being stable, neat and tidy in
Sukhothai Dynasty.
In the external political

situation, Lanna state in the northern
part of Sukhothai Dynasty is expanding
the political power widely. Especially,

the evidences was found that Tak city,

once it the colonized one of
Sukhothai state, but now it s
colonized by Lanna state. In the

southern part of Sukhothai, Ayudhya
which
established is expanding the political
Sukhothai

Dynasty, have just been

power into all ways.

Dynasty, which is located between

both cities, is in the dangerous
situation.
Among such the situation,

Paternalistic Kings, who was regarded
as the political institutes with easily
organized system and suitable for the
small state. So, it cannot be stable
and cannot solve the political
problems occurred. So, the Kings
started to adjust status and idea about
Kings in order to harmonize with the
political changes. In doing so, it can be
solve

able to the problems as

occurred in both internal and external

state.

Phramaha Dharmarajalitai has
realized that he cannot solve the
political problems as occurred by
using only army power, because the
power of army in his reign is not
strength  like the reign of King
Ramkamhaeng. So, Phradharmarajalitai
turned to use Buddhism as the tool in
order to help solving the political
problems together with the army
power. He reinforced his personality
for being accepted among population
in Sukhothai and different provinces
by holding as the good and superb
Kings according the political idea. This

is called Dharmaraja or Dharma King.

Dharmaraja means the
righteous Kings or the Kings who
The word

practiced Dharma.

“Dharma” means the principles of
Dharma in Buddhism, which are known
well together between kings and
populations. Such the Dharmaraja will
expand power towards secular and
religious worlds. They will accept the
righteous government namely; Ten
(Dasavidha-

Virtues of the Kings
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rajadhamma). Details of Ten Virtues of

the Kings are as follows;

1. Dana (charity) means being

prepared to sacrifice one's own
pleasure for the well-being of the
public, such as giving away one's

belongings or other things to support

or assist others, including giving
knowledge and  serving  public
interests.

2. Sila  (morality) means

practicing physical and mental morals,

and being a good example of others.

3. Pariccaga (altruism) means

being generous and avoiding

selfishness, practicing altruism.

4. Ajava (honesty) means
being honest and sincere towards
others, performing one's duties with

loyalty and sincerity to others.

5. Maddava (gentleness)
means having gentle temperament,
avoiding

arrogance and never

defaming others.

(self

passion  and

6. Tapa controlling)

means  destroying

performing duties without indolence.

7. Akkoda (non-anger) means
being free from hatred and remaining

calm in the midst of confusion.

8. Avihimsa (non-violence)
means exercising non-violence, not

being vengeful.

9. Khanti (forbearance) means
practicing patience, and trembling to

serve public interests.

10. Avirodhana (uprightness)
means respecting opinions of other
persons,

avoiding  prejudice  and

promoting public peace and order.

Not only this, there are many
teachings of the Lord Buddha that the
Kings can bring in order to rule the
state such as 12 Duties of an Universal
King or a Great Ruler (Chakkravatti
Dharma). The details of the same are

given in below;

1. Supremacy of the law of
truth and righteousness; rule of the
Dhamma; rule of the true law.

2. Provision of the right watch,
ward and protection for one’s own
Folk.

3. Provision of the right watch,
ward and protection for the army; the

arms-forces; military personnel.
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4. Provision of the right watch,
ward and protection for colonial kings;
administrative officers.

5. Provision of the right watch,
ward and protection for the royal
dependants; civil servants.

6. Provision of the right watch,
ward and protection for Brahmins and
householders; the professional, traders
and the agricultural.

7. Provision of the right watch,
ward and protection for town and
country dwellers; townsmen and
villagers; upcountry people.

8. Provision of the right watch,
ward and protection for the religious.

9. Provision of the right watch,
ward and protection for beasts and
birds.

10. To let no wrongdoing
prevail in the kingdom.

11. To let wealth be given or
distributed to the poor.

12. To go from time to time to
see and seek advice from the men of
religious life who maintain high moral
standards; to have virtuous counselors

and seek after greater virtue.

The power of Dharmaraja is
righteous obviously. It is not the power

that occurred from forces or other

sources. 5o, Dharmaraja King s
regarded as higher King than leaders
used power or other powers as based
power of the politics. Not only that,
the

Phradharmaraja in reign  of

Phramahadharmarajalitai is regarded
higher very much as the Bodhisattava.
He has duty to bring people to cross
the circle of birth and death to

liberation too.

Actually, the idea of
Dharmaraja Kings or the righteous
government is not only found in the
reign of Phramahadharmarajalitai, but
it is idea that infiltrated generally in
the government policy of Buddhist
state such state of Hariphunchai and
Lanna in the northern part of Thailand.
In  Sukhothai, before the reign of
Phramahadharmarajalitai, there were
mentions of the righteous government.
According to the Inscription stone
No.2, it is said implicitly that son of
Pho Khunsri-Indratit who named Pho
Khunramraja is a philosopher. So,

Phramahadharmarajalitai  has  only
brought the idea of Dharmaraja to
practice in

the

system seriously. This

caused idea of righteous

Dharmaraja to become the main and
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important one for ruling Sukhothai

Dynasty instead of idea of Paternalism.

However, Sukhothai Dyansty

that Phramahadharmaraja King
compiled has the smaller border than
the reign of Pho Khun Ramkamhaeng.
So, the goal of the Kings in order to
save or make Sukhothai Dynasty to
become the powerful like the reign of
King Ramkhamhaeng is difficult to
work. However, it can be remarked
that aspects of Paternalistic Kings in
the first part of Sukhothai Dynasty was
changed as Dharmaraja King due to
the circumstance of the politics and

necessity in later time.

However, usage of religion as
the tool in order to compile the state
is like usage of army power namely;
the state can be stable due to the
knowledge and excellence of army or
religion. However, when those leading
Kings were died, the Dynasty will be
broken, because religion and army
cannot make the state stable for long
times. The main factors that will make
the Dynasty stable for long times, are
the concise politic system and can
control  the  different  provinces
absolutely. In the ancient times, such

the government system was built up

by difficulty attempt according to the
problems on transportation and

communication.

In Ayudhya Dynasty, it is
governed by absolute monarchy. In
this system, the Kings were the
absolute leaders of dynasty and used
the absolute powers for ruling the
Dynasty in both war and no war times.
So, the status of Kings is held as the
important one for ruling the Dynasty.
Status or institute of Kings is the centre
and source of power. In other words,
institute of king is the substance of
state, state and Kings are closed each

other and both of them cannot be

separated at all.

According to  the idea
influenced to institute of Kings in
Ayudhya Dynasty, the idea of Devaraja
received from Brahmanism is very
prominent to see in Ayudhya Dynasty
after the reign of King
Boromtrailokkanatha. In the first part
of establishment of Ayudhya Dynasty,
there seem to be the institute of Kings
concentrated very much on Buddhist

believes, but not Brahmanism.

The

Bodhisattava and empire was found in

idea of Kings as
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Ayudhya Dynasty even if there were
changes idea about Kings in later time
from Mahasomottiraja according to the
principles of Buddhism to be Devaraja
according to the principles of

Brahmanism.

After

expanded the power into neighboring

Ayudhya Dynasty
countries and can occupy the wide
borders. Ayudhya Dynasty changed
slowly to concentrate in principles of
Brahmanism namely;  Kings  are
regarded as Sommottideva, who hav
the power as a result of accumulated
Deva called

merit like (god) or

Devaraja. Such the principles of

Devaraja have been received from
Cambodia and Cambodia also received

such the principles from India.

According to the idea of
Devaraja, as believed, the Kings are not
general men. They are reincarmnated
from God (Shiva or Vishnu) in
Brahmanism. This belief will appear in
the coloration ceremony. In this
ceremony, Brahmana who is only one
person can contact with God directly
and then pray for god in order to
dwell in body of Kings and then he

can become the absolute Devaraja

Kings in order to rule the populations

in the Dynasty.

Later, the Idea of Dharmaraja

was found in Ayudhya Dynasty.
According to Buddhism's influence in
place of Hinduism, the king was also
believed to be a Bodhisattva or
Buddha-like.  He

respected the Dharma of the Buddha.

followed and

One of the most important duties of
the king was to build a temple or a
Buddha

prosperity and peace.

statue as a symbol of

In this point, there seems to
be a similarity as found in history of
Korea. During the three Kingdoms
period (Koguryo, Paekje and Shilla),
the Kings are Buddhists. They are the
righteous Kings and used teachings of
the Lord Buddha in order to rule the
state.  Particularly, Korea's  kings
adopted Buddhism as a state religion,
as a vehicle for praying for the well-

being of their kingdom.

Mostly, the Korean populations
are Buddhists and they prayed for
their own well-being, including or
asking for recovery from illness and
asking for the conception of children.

As observed generally, Buddhism
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during those times slowly developed.
However, after the unification of the
peninsula in 668 by Shilla, the golden
age of the unified Shilla Perild (668-
935) was followed by ritualistic Koryo
(935-1392). However, persecution ran
high in the Choson Period as Neo
Confucianism gained the favor of the

ruling families.
3.2 Kings’ Political Powers

Since the former times, the
absolute administrative power to rule
people in state in Sukhothai Dynasty
belonged to the King only. He is
regarded as Lord of Life. He can decide
to condemn and give punishment, as
he like,

Moreover, he also is regarded as Lord

to the people explicitly.

of the Land in Kingdom. It means, if
those people, who would like to
possess or take over land. Firstly, they
must get permission from the Kings
and then possess of Land can be done.
This is called the Absolute Monarchy
or King. The obvious status of such the
Kings, as mentioned earlier, has been
found in different Dynasties.
Especially, those of Kings are the
spiritual Leaders of Thais for more

than 1,000 years till the present time.

In Sukhothai Dynasty, there
were Kings called Pho Khun meaning
Lord of Life and Lord of the Land. The
Kings are the City rulers, who look
after happiness and sorrow of people
by using the doctrine of the Lord
Buddha

Sukhothai Dynasty, people have right

in order to rule state. In
in order to complain to the Kings
directly and they also have freedom in

doing trade as they like.

The ruling in this dynasty is
called Paternalism. The paternalism of
Sukhothai Dynasty may have been
reinforced by certain Buddhist values.
For example, the Buddhist principle
social

regulating  the relationship

between  parents and  children
delineates the rights and duties of the
two parties. Here, respect, gratitude,
obedience, and love towards parents
are strongly emphasized. Parents are
advised to care for their children by
expressing their parental love for
them, by restraining them from doing
evil deeds and exhorting them to do
goods. It is very probably that the
Kings of Sukhothai Dynasty utilized the
Buddhist concepts of Kingship to
enhance and maintain their political

power.
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In this point of view, there
seem to be the similarity between
Buddhism and

in  Joseon

doctrines of
Confucianism Dynasties,

because in Confucianism, human

beings are teachable, improvable and

perfectible through personal and
communal  endeavour  especially
including  self-cultivation and  self-

creation. A main idea of Confucianism
is the cultivation of virtue and the
development of moral perfection.
Confucianism holds that one should
give up one's life, if necessary, either
passively or actively, for the sake of
upholding the cardinal moral values of
ren and yi However, the status of
Kings to rule people in the state is
little dissimilar.  All

Sukhothai Dynasty are Buddhist and

the Kings in

they explicitly supported Buddhism.
Unlike some Joseon Kings, in the
religious  realm,

considered to Buddhists.

they kings were
In  order
words, towards the Confucian scholars,
they acted as a Confucian King and
towards Buddhists they acted as a

Buddhist King.’

5Somboon Suksamran, Buddhism

and Political Legitimacy: Comparative

In Ayudhya Dynasty, Kings as
Lord of Life, Lord of the Land is
God

(Sommottideva) of Thais according to

regarded as Supposed
the influences of Mahayana Buddhism
mixed doctrines of Brahmanism that
have belief that the Kings are the
Emperor. Not only this, in Ayudhya
Dynasty, the Kings are regarded as the
Indra, who is the Lord in Heaven. At
the same time, the Kings in Ayudhya
Buddhism

upholder. Thais believed obviously

Dynasty are also the
that their Kings are the Dharmaraja,
who consist of the strong power and

like to support Buddhism.

After dried

Burmese out from Ayudhya Dynasty,

King  Naresuan

the next Kings turned over to give
supporting to religion, arts, culture
very much. They ignored to maintain
the army power like the passed time.
Due to that doing, Ayudhya Dynasty
was burned and destroyed by
Burmese army in the Second time in

B.E.2310.

Study of Thailand, Laos and Cambodia,
(1990), p. 37.
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However, it is obviously to say
that the religio-political ideology, the
concept of Kingship, the administration
and political institutions of Ayudhya
were influenced by the interwoven
traditions of the Khmer and Mon of
Hinduism and Buddhism working in

Khmer-Hindu
inherited its

combination. From

tradition,  Ayudhya
concept of divine Kingship (Devaraja).
The
receptacle of divine essence. He was

Lord of Life and Lord of the Land. As

King was considered as a

the sovereign of the Kingdom, his
absolute power and authority were

beyond challenged.

In  Korea, Koriyo Dynasty
supported Buddhism very much. In
this dynasty, Arts and culture has been
developed very much from supporting
of nobleman. It is observed obviously
that Tripitaka of Korean people could
be done in this Dynasty. Later, Ji
Chong Ke, the founder of Joseon
Dynasty overthrow and established
himself as the King in 1392. Especially,
he tried to separated Buddhism out
from ruling system and support to
hold the doctrines of Confucianism in
order to use in daily life. The Kings

think that Confucianism has the

philosophy that can be practiced and
see the effect occurred from the

practices in the present world.

Not like Buddhism, it teaches
people to believe in heaven that
people have to wait for the next
world. By doing so, it reduced role of
Buddhism and Buddhism is oppressed
obviously although population in this
Dynasty still follow Buddhism and
support monastery. Buddhism declined
to the end of Joseon Dynasty.
However, as observed generally,
Doctrines  of  Confucianism  and
Buddhism regarding the virtues such as
respecting to parents, ancestors are
each others

similar very much

because; it is universal virtues that

can be found in the world.

4. Observation on Neo-Confucianism

against Buddhism in Joseon Dynasty

Confucianism is a Chinese

ethical and philosophical system
developed from the teachings of the
Chinese philosopher Confucius (Kdng
Fazi, or Klung-fu-tzu, lit. "Master Kong',
551-478 BQ). Confucianism originated
as an "ethical-sociopolitical teaching"
during the Spring and Autumn Period,

but later developed metaphysical and
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cosmological elements in the Han
Dynasty. Following the abandonment
of Legalism in China after the Qin
Dynasty, Confucianism became the
official state ideology of China, until it
was replaced by the "Three Principles
of the People" ideology with the
establishment of the Republic of
China, and then Maoist Communism
after the ROC was replaced by the
People's Republic of China in Mainland
China. The core of Confucianism is

humanism,m the belief that human

beings are teachable, improvable and

perfectible through personal and
communal  endeavour  especially
including  self-cultivation and  self-

creation. Confucianism focuses on the
cultivation of virtue and maintenance

6
of ethics.

4.1 Historical Overview of

Confucianism in Korea

So far as we  know,
Confucianism was introduced to Japan
by the Paekche scholars Wang In and

Ajiki around the latter part of the

6 . .
Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in

the Sun: A Modern History, New York:
W.W.Norton & Company, 2005.

fourth century. Because of its
geographical proximity, the Korean
peninsula was more under the cultural
influence of China. During the Koguryo
Dynasty the use of Chinese characters
was widespread from the first century,
and in AD.372 a national university
system for Confucian education was

established.

In parallel with the national
school, there were many private

Confucian  academies  (kyong-tang).
Around the same time, the Paekche
Dynasty (ca. 20 B.C.-A.D.660), one of
the three Dynasties of Korea during
the period of the Three Kingdoms
which had sent Wang In to Japan to
spread  Confucian  learning,  also
established a national university. The
Silla Dynasty (356-935) was a bit slow
in adopting Confucian education. A
stone cablet (ca.648) records that the
Silla court made it obligatory for
the Confucian

youths to master

7
classics.

7Yong—ho Choe, Peter H. Lee and
Wm.Theodore de Bary, Sources of Korean
Tradition Vol.2, New York: Columbia
University Press, 2000.
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After Silla unified the country
by conquering Koguryo and Paekche in
669, the Confucian texts and Chinese
writings had been widely adopted, and
many prominent scholars had been
produced. Among them was Choe Ch’l
Hwan, whose proficiency in the
Chinese language was so refined that
he wrote an address of
encouragement for the government
army of the I’ang Dynasty fighting the

Yellow Turban Rebellion.
After the collapse of Silla, the

country was
Dynasty (935-1392), and during this

ruled by the Koryo

era, Confucianism was given two
national institutions through which it
became officialized as a national
learning. One was the establishment
of a national civil service examination
in imitation of the model of the T’ang
Dynasty during the reign of King Kwan-
Jong (849-875), and the other was the
inauguration of National Confucian

Academy in 992.

The former was a mechanism
by which the court recruited national
bureaucrats on the basis of individual
proficiency in literary skills of Chinese
prose

and poetry and scholarly

mastery of the Confucian classics. The

latter was also a replica of the T’ang
system in enshrining the image of
Confucius with regular memorial rituals
and in providing Confucian education
to its regular students with an
endowment of a state subsidy of farm
land. It was recorded that the number
of the Kukchakam students was
running around 900 during the reign of

King In Chong (1122-46). Its curriculum

was composed of the study of
Confucian  classics and  technical
studies such as law, writing and
arithmetic.

During the reign of Ye-Jong
(1105-22) the King himself participated
in the memorial rites and expanded
the facilities of Kukchakam to include
regular lectures by invited Confucian
scholars. He also established the
official title of Confucian Doctor for
those who were well versed in the
classics.  Of

Confucian particular

interest was the pro-liberation of
private academies for the study of the
Confucian classics.  The most
prominent figure in this area of private
education was Ch’oe Chung, who
served the four kings from 1009-1082
in the post of Great Master (t’ai-sa).

Objecting to the mysticism of
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Buddhism prevalent during this time,

he propagated the doctrines of
Confucianism as useful teachings on

human ethics.

According to the light as
mentioned in the above, it showed
about and

undoubtedly history

development of Confucianism in
Korea. It can be said that with the
downfall of the Koryo Dynasty in 1392
A.D., Buddhism slowly declined as the
new rulers of the Choson Dynasty
adopted Neo-Confucianism. The new
interest in Confucianism led to the
oppression and restriction of Buddhism

by some Choson Kings, not all Kings.

4.2 Neo-Confucianism against

Buddhism in Joseon Dynasty

At the beginning of the Joseon
Dynasty in 1392, what had been a
golden age of Buddhism in Korea
came to an end. Confucianism and
Buddhism were in conflict in Korea, as
they had been in China. The
Confucianists  disliked

from the Buddhists. The first Joseon

competition

Kings, T'aejo Kings, removed the power
and influence of Buddhist monks from
government. He expelled them from
the confiscated

capital, and he

Buddhist estates. The construction of
temples in the capital was forbidden.
The amount of land that Buddhist
monasteries could own and the
number of monks and nuns living in

. 8
monasteries was regulated.

Despite government regulation
and disapproval, Buddhism retained
much of its popularity among
common people, especially among
women,  while neo-Confucianism
reigned supreme among Korea's elite.
Korea's Neo-Confucianists held that
moral and natural law arose from the
Ultimate" behind the

universe, a spirit that controlled the

"Supreme

Yin and Yang of the five elements of
existence: fire, water, wood, metal and
soil. Where Confucianism reigned,
women had declined in status, with an
obligation to subservience to their
husbands, and after they died to their
eldest son. The ability of women to
inherit property was falling, and, by
the middle 1600s, inheritance became
exclusively for an eldest son. With
status

Confucianist  support  for

s Pu Nam Chul, Joseon Kings’
Personal Belief in Buddhism and Its
Political Significances, (2011), p. 45.
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differences, marriage between people

of different social classes became

prohibited.

The elevation of Confucianism
over Buddhism did not change the
nature of monarchy, and the question
of who would succeed the first Joseon
emperor, T'agjo, resulted in the usual
bloodshed. Conflicts existed, too,
between monarchs and the nobility,
the third Joseon King, T'aejong King,
reorganizing his bureaucracy in order
to strengthen the monarchy. The
arbitrary  nature  of  authoritarian
monarchs was expressed in the fourth
Joseon monarch, Sejong (1418-50), in
reversing the  policies of  his
predecessor monarchs by patronizing
Buddhism. And bloodshed returned in
1453 when the boy-monarch, Tanjong,
was forced to abdicate in favor of his
uncle. This uncle was Sejo, who ruled
from 1455-1468. He also patronized
Buddhism, but after Sejo's reign the

restrictions on Buddhism returned.

Through all of this, a belief in
education prevailed among Korea's
elite. Korea had five universities,
mainly for males from noble families.
And the rich were getting richer in the

form of expansion by agricultural

estates at the expense of small

farmers. Tenant farmers were over

taxed as landowners forced their
workers to pay taxes that they, the

landowners, were reluctant to pay.

Poor farmers had to borrow at
excessively  high  interest  rates.
Increasingly, common people

abandoned farming, leaving their taxes
to be paid by their kinsmen and their
neighbors, the kind of collective
responsibility that existed in Japan.

And brigandage was on the rise
5. Concluding Remarks

To sum up, it can be said in
brief that the kingship means the
dignity or rank or position of a king
land. In Sukhothai,

Ayudhya and Joseon dynasties, the

who rules the
Buddhist kingship is recognized that
Kings were regarded as Lord of life and
played a large role in order to rule the
state in Sukhothai, Ayudhya and
Joseon dynasties through doctrines of
Buddhism and Confucianism; Chinese
philosophy. The utilized the religious
and philosophical doctrines as the
to enhance and

important  tool

maintain their political power.
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Thai Kings in Sukhothai and
Ayudhya

relationship to Buddhism as the state

Dynasties have a good
religion and spiritual belief from the
former times till the present times.
They dedicated their lives in order to
support Buddhism and recognize the
principle of Dharma as the Thailand’s
Constitution in order to rule state. In
Korea, especially for the Joseon
Dynasty, it has the state ideology of
Confucianism. Even though the Kings
are Buddhist, but they cannot open
mind much, as the Buddhist, to
Confucian scholar according to their
belief. They just kept Buddhist belief
without paying much attention to
possible contradictions between the

two of Confucianism and Buddhism.

Confucianism as a political
ideology and Buddhism as a religion
coexisted without any problem during
the Goryeo Dynasty. Moreover, at the

time of the founding of the new

the most

in the

dynasty, Buddhism was

popular religion. However,
Joseon Dynasty, the Kings supported
Confucianism instead of Buddhism;
especially they oppressed Buddhism,
monks and temples. This caused
Buddhism in this Dynasty declined

very much.

Such the situation never has
been seen in Thailand especially in
Sukhothai and Ayudhya Dynasties. The
pay
patronizing to Buddhism only, not

Kings inattention  to  give
oppress like Joseon Dynasty at al. If
the Kings did not practice or stay out
of line according to the Doctrines of
the Lord Buddha given in Buddhism,
they will be trouble in mind and
people will look down them. It will
effect to the stability of the Kings as
well.  Therefore, Buddhism and
Buddhist Kings are always found in
Thailand from the former times till the

present times.
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Andrew Rawlinson) lugiugiu3nuineninug

Ussiiuiitiod wiaulaunnigalumilvdewdud fo msutauaznisiniuuuiie
vowiagiugusisiinislonansuuulndfiuansisaintdnivinisguious egnaduids
na1fe WnIvINTIuUneus Wy westnan (Th. Stcherbatsky) #.915.3. y3# (T.RV.
Murti) slannans Famesd (AK. Chatterjee) AiinuuuIAnvesimelon1as nsianiy
wwIRAveIwIEiugd Wuwwidauuy “Fefleuduysal” (Absolute Idealism) 3aisen
3nethedn “Iaflounisediuivnn” (Metaphysical Idealism) vineaadn Wunuifnd
von31 Fawintiy (Mind-Only) Lﬂuﬂmm%aLLﬁﬁﬁag}Lﬁmasjfmﬁmiu%’mmaﬁ lan
meueniiuimaszamduiaiufsaneamitlifogiiadeiflegiiduiiosnns
dunaiooninvesiaingu (Mind and manifestation of Mind) Bstindgmaani
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“wydadlon” (Realistic Pluralism) laflddndenduysaimiloussraiitnivimsuneu
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o. wuAnvesinegloararsilusuunndaten llduvuendniloy (Realistic
Pluralism, not Monistic Idealism): Ingufindiugausiuin Msfnuwwifnvesiniglea
Nsegedinivnissudeuldiin “Indouduysal” (Absolute Idealism) tha “londn
flan” (Monistic Idealism) U719 ¥39 “Infloun1sofusvan” (Metaphysical Idealism)
U9 Tgdnagldfivanasesiuiag wilu1ue93n n1sinukuy “widatioy”  (Realistic
Pluralism) W13zaenaneIfuszUUA@UlAgTINY03Tdn18leAIITUINNTILALUNALYI
anuilanuaeuvesinieloaansléfindn i “undafion” ot Inqudnduld
N (@) LL‘LA’Jﬁmﬁﬂam%mmﬁaéﬁwm?ﬂGi’m"'] athananuansludngna wazas
wiantussseguuudiendeiu FsufasuuAauuy “Andouduysal” fuosidamidud
ogfinsetnafien (o) WunnAsiiufiasanudediin dwineg Tusnsnaidududevsed]
Famnmsunainingagausednduysal (Absolute Mind) uag () Wuuwdeiiufias
Amnudedndsnine iuissneinmviefufissimsunngivesmnuaiigegaiiiog

LeeE9LA WG (iLlusory appearances of a monistic reality) ®

b. feandnelearansuias As ninnaz laildwnniaz (What is Denied is
Duality, not Plurality): 9nnsudauasnsnuninsneiAuisvesinugiug ¢ AuAs
Ingusdmdulanundngruwidlameaduayunisiinuwuuitend Iawiduilegiies

“ Thomas A. Kochummuttom, A Buddhist Doctrine of Experience: A New
Translation and Interpretation of Works of Vasubandhu the Yogacarin (Delhi: Motilal
Banarsidass Publishers Private Limited, 1989), pp. 1-2.
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ogfgIvEe “lendnilen” (Monistic Idealism) Asivinnaiugneneuufias fe s
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Anuvaueniduguiefiuninneszing “Asiigndadie fu fEnfe” (A meRTmMnitaUs/
AdBuwIAnEeseINNg AU ufinng videdy fu veaq iummmam—@ﬁau) Inyusindiy
onhetndluduid “fsoruninin” vesiugiusiiyatiuuanddfifuin mnudugnie
yAnmeseying “Asigninfie” (Asmes/eraspable) fu “ginfe” (Asmne/graspen
Lﬂuéﬂﬁlzjﬁaéﬁa Buiissnsugaussadneassduosdnauinty (U3faus/ mental
construction) fyu awumwlammwmmiﬂgLaﬁ AB “nIn1e” (duality) ¥SemIu
\JugfiAnainnsAnygausisvosdn laldiBes “nyanez” (plurality) wieanuiiegedng
TR e nsuftasninngldlatanuvinewinduuasnniey
WsrEndniaziduiiesveslandiugiainenielanuiauszaunisel
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Inlalxidushainalanaeuen (exteral world) egnsiitindmnisguneudanu faaziiiu
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Usausisdedulaiduate” (enauifats) wanefs “msdaususisseninedeiigndatio fu ¢
gate” (AT AT MNUINAUL)

Tuiirugrasinmeloanans Ussaunisalulandsansinvesyudlgyuiionansd
Aolanuennmiinanmsaaussutadugnieluninng mnannsavganisanyse
wialguarindernunganuld lanwinennmiasgeyaaiemely Iﬂﬁnmmmmmmmm
1 fauwrAnresdimelomarsfussradinarant dsdendneiih “Gadon”
(Idealism) agBnvie? iflvmuaiiivmeiiazidoninieiin “lonfen” (Monism) agdn

" Thomas A. Kochummuttom, A Buddhist Doctrine of Experience: A New
Translation and Interpretation of Works of Vasubandhu the Yogacarin, pp. 2-4.
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Tanwintu (representation)  lailfifsafunisiauenguiiondnfomniloussied
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wieuiatuuzdn I5azeenanTouwiseundildoddls uywiyguugneiun dum
guwu wanduliAnuazsedlanuuuninneseninsdivnedugueddnie Au deign
gnlo (AT MN-AT M) Klany (U ?iﬂﬁgmma (nnng-lave) wazys fu ?qﬁgﬂi (vey9g-
wgye) msueslanuuurianregsiaediivlonastosnstiniduin Wuuneinmi
LifegassuazneliiAnanunndludsansiy nseen Ao tidesimuigadyai
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voslngudndy  wadluauszinunienaazanidesls As Inyudndufauni dnnelaan-
kIR UUNYEITle (Realistic Pluralism) ABl@edn AuaTelinanviaewmileu

 Thomas A. Kochummuttom, A Buddhist Doctrine of Experience: A New
Translation and Interpretation of Works of Vasubandhu the Yogacarin, pp. 4-5.

€ Thomas A. Kochummuttom, A Buddhist Doctrine of Experience: A New
Translation and Interpretation of Works of Vasubandhu the Yogacarin, p. 164.

° Thomas A. Kochummuttom, A Buddhist Doctrine of Experience: A New
Translation and Interpretation of Works of Vasubandhu the Yogacarin, pp 11-12.
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