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ABSTRACT

Any form of ordination in Buddhism was for nirvana or extinction of suffering,
However, as Buddhism grew and dropped, and when Buddhism came to Thailand, one major
factor for Buddhism to establish solidly is to have Buddhist monks, who will propagate
Buddhist teachings. Therefore, in the past, Thai scholar monks explained the ordination for
paying back merits to parents. Such belief was widespread but there was no evidence when
it began and no Buddhist texts, both Tripitaka and commentaries, were found supporting
the belief. Even though it encouraged more Thai men to ordain, it may discourage those
who were not qualified to ordain. Moreover, the merit gained from the ordination was not
stated in Tripitaka as taught for a long time by Thai monks. Therefore, to ordain for paying
back merits to parents should be considered for Thai Buddhists as one channel, among
many, to do merits. Those who do not ordain can also practice good deed to pay back to
parents. Anyone can study and practice Dharma as they commit in the mind, not necessarily

by the ordination ceremony.
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