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The Spirit of Volunteer Students in helping the People facing
Disaster from the Flooding: A Case Study of Students of
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
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Abstract

This is Survey Research to aim for studying the level of The Spirit of
Volunteer Students Relieving the Flood in different factors of social biology,
family, friends, educational institutions, lecturers, public society and public
medias that make the impact to The Spirit of Volunteer Students and the
related causative factors influence to The Spirit of Volunteer Students Relieving
the Flood : A Case Study of Students of Mahachulalongkronrajavidyalaya
University with the sampling group of the students who are studying in the two
year-class up to the fourth year-class of four faculties which are faculty of
Buddhism, faculty of Education, Faculty of Humanities and faculty of Sociology
by Stratified Random Sampling and the speculation of the sampling group of
totally 302 students. The data-analysis is performed by instant computer
program. The statistical analysis is performed by averaging value (;) standard
deviation (S.D) and percentage (%) for One way ANOVA and take the averaging
value to couple-comparative analysis of Scheffe, the value of F- test and the
analysis of Regression Model to analyze the influence of the relation between
the variable factors of the Spirit of Volunteer Students Relieving the Flood.
The research’s result can be concluded as follows.-

The result of relation model of co-incident factors in four aspects has
predicted factors divided into 11 variables of helpful spiritual mind (x;), factors
of family (x,) supporting loving (x3), reasonable (x4) factor of friend (xs),
relationship between students and their friend (xg) relationship between students
and teachers (x), factors of society (x;5) factors of media (x;;) cooperated to
explain the deviation of the Spirit of Volunteer Students Relieving the Flood to
conclude the obviously influenced variable, influenced way of the students
who have the intention to complete their mission, in the giving or Dhamma
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Dana,

society and the Spirit of Volunteer

for helping the helping persons with mercy,

for the devotion to the

Students with the intention to improve

themselves according to the community is the factors of educational institute

and lecturer teachers.

Keywords: Spirit of Volunteer,

Flooding.
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THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE VOLUNTEER SPIRIT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH BUDDHISM
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Abstract

The purpose of this research about the process of developing the
volunteer spirit in accordance with the Buddhist way is: 1. to study the spirit of
volunteering according to both general theory and the Buddhist way; 2. to study
the application of Buddhist principles in the development of the spirit of
volunteering; 3. to study the process of development of the spirit of volunteering
in the Buddhist way. This has been accomplished through qualitative research
involving the study of documents pertinent to the research and a deep interview
with the Director of the Aid and Restoration Center for Flood Victims at
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, and presented in a descriptive style.

The process of development of the spirit of volunteering along Buddhist
lines is the adaptation and integration of Buddhist principles into the process
within the guidelines of society's regulatory framework, with training to instill
awareness of the donor as one who sacrifices without hope of return and the
contributions to the public of international aid volunteers; to reinforce the power
of the spirit of volunteering during work, and teach ways to insert dhamma into
activities in the line of duty, causing dhamma to be absorbed into the mind
unconsciously, such as prayer, meditation and listening to religious teachings; to
arrange group activity and mutual assistance which leads to increased
compassion, love and unity; and, most importantly — the essential function of
the spirit of volunteering — to give with a pure mind while renouncing physical
strength and wealth, and spending the time to always improve the mind so that

the one who gives rises towards greater moral character, focus and wisdom.

Keywords: Volunteer Spirit, The Process of Development of the Volunteer

Spirit, Buddhism
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The Development of Mind by the Teaching of Cittanupassana
satipatthana (The Looking After the Mind)
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Abstract

This Article is of two objectives, namely:- 1) to study the significance of
the contemplation of milds, 2) to study the Teaching of the contemplation of

milds.

From the study, it is found that Cittanupassanasatipatthana is the
method of practising the Insight Meditation, because it is the one way in the Four
Foundations of Mindfulness. In the Three Baskets, it is one part of Anapanasati-
samadhi in Vinayapitaka. In Suttantapitaka, it is the third Satipatthana of
Mahdasatipatthanasutta. In Abhidhamma pitaka, it is called Cittanupassana-
niddesa and is important as a method of the mind training, because originally the
mind is pure, but it is impure because of the defilements at mement of working
[Javanavith T]. Cittanupassana can separate the mind to be of Akusala, kusala
and Abyata which is called the mind of 16 confised types up to the state of
seeing the Truth called the Tree Characteristics (Ti-Lakkhanas) and then develing
oneself to knowledge (N&na) which is over the ambition and wrong viens up to

being afle to get rid of greed, hatred and delusion in life.

The method of developing contemplation of mind beginning with that
can be seen easily and with is clear which is the base of the body with is with is
manner rising and falling as the representative. When the mindfulness recognizes
rising and falling of the form (RGpa) the psadiser can see the rising and the falling
of the mind continually. On the other hand, When one it thinking, one can see
that thought extinguishes. Then, one can see that thought the state of the form
and the norm is continually existing, it is a different one. The state of being a
person, an animal, we, he, etc. extinguishes. Such the knowing and the seeing are

called R&na which is of 16 types.

Keywords: Cittanupassanasatipatthana, Four Foundations of Mindfulness, The
looking after the Mind contemplation, The looking after the Mind.
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Abstract

The research was divided into two stages; firstly, a survey research was
done to study of the general information, problems, knowledge, beliefs and a
faith in Buddhism of 50 sexually abused girls who were 13-18 years of age and
used the social work service during 2009-2012. Most of the respondents lived in
Muang district, Chiang Mai province. The self-esteem and happiness in life were
measured, ranging from the lowest to the highest scores. The scores of self-
esteem were mainly used, but not more than 15 scores. 28 girls were selected,
and then their names were randomly picked and divided into two groups,
equally 14 girls. Secondly, the experimental research was done by using Buddhist
therapy program designed by the researcher.

The supposition before using the program was that there was no
difference between the self-esteem and happiness of the sample and controlled
group. Their scores would be different if the sample group completed Buddhist
therapy training program. In the first stage, it was found that the mental problem
of those sexually abused girls was moderate, their family and financial problem
were low and their study’s problem was moderate. However, the average scores
of their knowledge, belief and faith in Buddhism were about 11 out of 20. They
knew the objective of meditation practicing most (92%). Contrastively, they
knew the Apaya-Bhumi (the place of misery) least (16%). There was the
difference of self-esteem and happiness between the sample and controlled
groups after the experiment done by using Buddhist therapy program. The self-
esteem of the sample group was statistically higher than the controlled group
(0.01). Moreover, the happiness of the sample group was also significantly higher
than the controlled group (0.01). This shows that the supposition is acceptable
and the Buddhist therapy program can remedy the mind of those sexually
abused girls and increase their self-esteem and happiness.

Keywords: Buddhist Therapy Program, Mind Treatment For Sexually Abused
Girls.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study sufficiency economy in Vinaya
Pitaka of Theravada Buddhism through Vinaya Pitaka, academic papers and
relevant researches

The results shown that the sufficiency economy philosophy is associated
with the Vinaya Pitaka, the disciplines and etiquette for monks laid down
by the Lord Buddha. The Buddha emphasized the consumption of discipline is
the core to make peacefulness among the monks, to conduct the benefit and to
live with happiness.

Sufficiency economy in the Vinaya Pitaka of Theravada Buddhism
consisted of the core philosophy associated with the a principle in the Vinaya
Pitaka were contentment, moderation, consideration before consumption, four
requisites of the monk and the happiness and benefits at present based on the
four requisites “Moderation” according to the moderation and contentment
complied with the monks in the moderate way, do not too much, do not to be
greedy and do not exploited.

These principles aim to have satisfied the goods or property at his own,
to expense with the benefits, to estimate one’s own ability, to be economized,
to have a simple life and transparency, to be simple, to be unexploited and to

run community service as well as to live in the society peacefully.

Keywords: sufficiency economy philosophy
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Abstract

This paper aimed at comparative study the semantic change of Pali and
Sanskrit words in Pali, Thai, English and Sanskrit Dictionary of His Royal Highness
Prince Krommaphra Chandaburinarunath with the meaning of Pali and Sanskrit
words in the Royal Institute Dictionary B.E. 2542. In order to display dynamies of
analytical language throughout theoretical concept in the semantic change of
Leonard Bloomfield and William O’ Grandy.

The results of the study were found that there were the semantic
change of Pali and Sanskrit words in Pali, Thai, English and Sanskrit Dictionary of
His Royal Highness Prince Krommaphra Chandaburinarunath with the Meaning of
Pali and Sanskrit words in  the Royal Institute Dictionary, B.E. 2542 in four
characteristics namely 1) Semantic Narrowing 2) Semantic Widening 3) Semantic
Shift 4) Semantic Mixing.

An analytical result reflected to see certain interesting observation, that
is, the first 3 characters go on according to theoretical concept of Leonard
Bloomfield and William O’ Grandy, but the Semantic Mixing is regarded as to
discover newly and interestingly be, that is, discovery of Pali and Sansakrit words
in Dictionary in which its one meaning was translated, the same as that of Pali
and Sansakrit words in Dictionary and translated in another meaning which is

different from Pali and Sansakrit words in Dictionary with the same word.

Keywords: Semantic Change, Pali and Sanskrit words, Dictionary
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A COMPARATIVE STUDY ON ABSOLUTE-CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHIES BETWEEN
KING RAMA IV-VII (1855-1932) AND JOSEON DYNASTY
nsfinwIeuLisuszuauTsUlng-ssuaunstaingnsdnnelasgs ssuuny
TuSynadl e/ (W.Abmc-ocse) LarIYIAlITaY

Asst.Prof.Kowit Pimpuang, Ph.D.”

Abstract

Reign of King Rama IV-VII in Thailand, was ruled by the regime of absolute
monarchy through the Buddhist kingship. Kings Rama IV-VII, as righteous state
rulers, tried absolutely to develop country by building up the modemization of
state and nation. Joseon dynasty, like reign of King Rama IV-VII, was ruled by the
regime of secured absolute monarchy. However, there seems to be dissimilarity
between reign of King Rama IV-VIl and Joseon dynasty, because Joseon dynasty
ruled the state through teachings of Chinese philosophy; Confucianism obviously.
There seems to be similarity on building up the modernization of state between
King Rama IV-VIl and Joseon dynasty, because Kings enjoyed as extraordinary era
of social and cultural development and especially Joseon dynasty developed
country according to model of China strictly. About the building up state, there
seems to be dissimilarity, because King Rama VI tried to reform the traditional
state by opening itself widely to the western knowledge and technology, but
King Jokong of Joseon dynasty, who restructured domestic politics and had the
expulsion of foreign aggressors. Decline of the regime of absolute monarchy
came to Joseon dynasty due to invasion of Japan. King Rama IV-VII, unlike Joseon
dynasty, met decline of the regime of absolute monarchy due to the political
revolution by Kanarasadorn (People’s Party) was done in order to change to the
new form; constitutional monarchy and then vacillating democracy began.

Keywords: Absolute, Constitutional Monarchy, Democracy, Joseon Dynasty
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1. Introduction

In Bangkok period from the
King Rama IV till the reign of King
Rama VI, Thailand was ruled by the
absolute monarchy system that the
king holds the absolute powers. In the
reign of King Rama VI, then the
Kanarasadorn (People’s Party) who
would like to change Thailand to the
new form of rule seized power of the
King Rama VIl and demanded the King
to grant Thai people a constitution.
The king agreed and later the people
were granted a constitution. Ending of
the absolute monarchy system came
to Thailand and the constitutional
monarchy system began. It is held as
one of the several categories of rule
and its special properties are to have
Kings as the figurehead. About this
matter, there seem to be similarity
regarding the form of ruling state
between Thailand in the reign of King
Rama IV-VIl and Joseon Dynasty of
Korea. Historically, in period of Joseon
Dynasty, the Kings ruled the state by
usage of the absolute monarchy
system, like the Kings in Thailand from
Ayuddhya dynasty till C.E. 1932. Such
the Joseon Dynasty is regarded as the
longest dynasty of ruling the state by

usage of the absolute monarchy

1392-1910
Wongsawan, 2524: 32). However, the

system from (Suksaman
collapse came to Joseon Dynasty of
Korea due to the internal and external
Then the

absolute monarchy system of Korea

problems and invasions.
came to end in Joseon Dynasty and
lastly Korean Peninsula was colonized
and divided North

Korea and South Korea.

into two parts;

2. Absolute Monarchy System and
Its Longevity to Thailand and
Joseon Dynasty

According to the history of the
absolute monarchy system as found in
Thailand and Joseon Dynasty, it can
be brought to explain briefly the
historical absolute monarchy system
and its significant longevity to Thailand
and Joseon Dynasty of Korea as
follows;

2.1 Historical Overview of
Absolute Monarchy

Batson Benjamin (1984: 37)
stated that in Sukhothai Dynasty (13"
century), the monarchy system was
regarded as a symbolic form of
patriarchy. The Kings had a father-
ficure and looked after the people
according to the Tenfold Royal Virtues

of King (Thotsapitrajadharma) as given
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in the doctrine of Buddhism. Then, in
the Ayudhaya (mid 14"

century) was the hierarchic and

Dynasty

followed the Divine Kingship concept
(Devaraja). Later, in the short-lived
Thonburi and Chackri Dynasty (before
C.E.1932), the Kingdom known as Siam
and recently as Thailand claims a
centuries-long and continuous
monarchical  rule  despite  the
relocation of the capital cities were

done.

Regarding the historical
absolute monarchy system found in
Thailand as mentioned in the above,
the absolute monarchical rule was
found also in Joseon Dynasty of Korea

during 1392-1910. Each kings of Joseon

Dynasty, like Thailand’s, ruled the
state by using the absolute
monarchical ~ power  under  the

principles of religious or philosophical
Buddhism and

Confucianism etc., which played the

teachings such as
large role in spiritual belief and as
important tool for ruling the state. It is
said that among different dynasties
ruled Korea in the past times; Joseon
Dynasy built the mostly secured
absolute monarch system in the
country. Particularly, it supported and
about the

Chinese philosophy of Confucianism to

propagated  obviously

the heart of Joseon society till the
collapse  of (Hewison,

Kewin:38).

dynasty

Therefore, it can be asserted
strongly that there are many historical
evidences to show the absolute
monarchy system and its longevity up
until the modern time in Thailand and
Korea. Especially, in the pre-modern
time, the Kingdom of Thailand and
Joseon Dynasty were not a single
political organization under a unified
authority. In fact, it comprised of the
most powerful township, the capital,
and a number of other major and
minor townships with varying degrees

of autonomy as well.

2.2 Meaning of Absolute
Monarchy Concept

Generally, according to the
concept of Absolute Monarchy, it
means a monarchical form of the
which  the

exercises ultimate governing authority

government  in King

as head of state and head of
government; his or her powers are not
limited by a constitution or the law.
The  absolute
unrestricted political power over the

monarch wields

sovereign state and its people.

To support the concept of

Absolute Monarchy as mentioned
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above, Kowit Pimpuang (2010:63) said
that the terms “Absolute Monarchy”
in Thailand is ‘Sombooranayasitthirat’
derived implicitly from Pali and
Sanskrit loanwords meaning “supreme

or absolute powers of the king.”

As considered the concept of
the ‘Absolute Monarchy’ in Korea, it
has the same meaning with Thailand’s.
Historically, Korea used the absolute
Monarchy system in order to rule the
state for long times. However, the
cancellation of the monarchy system
is found obviously in Joseon Dynasty,
which is the last dynasty of Korea. The
Absolute Monarchy, by coming of the
recime of Democracy, was ended

finally.

To sum up, it can be said that
according to the concept of absolute
monarchy, the King has the full power
in order to rule the country or state
without control, interference, and
there is no any law or organization to
shore up the powers of the king.
Although the

may advise against the King from doing

religious organization

something and the King will be

expected in order to follow the

convention. However, there is no
constitution or any law that are above

the sanction of the King.

2.3 Building up
Modernization, State and Nation in
Thailand and Joseon Dynasty

Upon ascended to the throne,
all the Kings of Thailand from the
former times till the present time, are
Buddhist and announced the royal
commands obviously that they will
rule the country righteously according
to the different and
Buddhist doctrines given in Buddhism

important

such as the Tenfold Virtues or Duties
of the King or Ruler (Rajadhamma) etc.
Such the Buddhist doctrines contains
1) charity 2) high moral character 3)
self-sacrifice 4) honesty 5) kindness
and gentleness 6) austerity 7) non-
anger 8) non-violence 9) patience and

10) non-deviation from righteousness.

The key messages of the royal
commands announced formally in the
sacred ceremony among many witness
Thai people detailed implicitly about
creating the absolute advantages as
well as ruling the country righteously
in order to bring the peaceful
happiness to Thai populations. After
the announcement, the Kings will
begin to rule the country or state
richteously based on the Tenfold
Virtues or Duties of the King or Ruler
(Rajadhamma) and then try best in

order to develop the country and
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push it into the modernization of

state.

In this point as stated in the
above, there seems to have a little
dissimilarity between Thai kings and
Korean kings. Koh, Young-jin (2003:59-
86) said that in Joseon Dynasty, the
kings adopted Neo-Confucianism as a
new ideology of addressing tasks of
the time in place of Buddhism.
shift

Buddhism to Neo-Confucianism in the

Dominant  ideology's from
later years of Goryeo and the early

years of the Joseon  dynasty
represented a major development in
Korea's intellectual history, responding
to a transformation in medieval Korea.
Neo-Confucianism  served as the
dominant ideology throughout the

Joseon dynasty.

Yong-ho Choe, Peter H. Lee
and Wm.Theodore de Bary (2000:194)
said that however, Neo-Confucianism's
role and relative importance were not
the same throughout the 500-year
history of the dynasty. Neo-
Confucianism also played a prominent
role in the development of Korean
society until the latter half of the
seventeenth century. However, when
Korea began to change from an
agriculture-oriented  society into a

commerce- and industry-oriented one

thereafter, Neo-Confucianism failed to
successfully cope with the resultant
social changes, resulting in deepened
There

of practical

socioeconomic contradictions.

arose a new school

learning in an attempt to resolve

these contractions.

1) Building up Modernization
of the State

In respect of building up
modernization of the state, although
King Mongkut (King Rama IV), with long
visions, was normally and obviously
credited for initiating the
modernization of state, however, the
trends themselves could be traced
back to the reign of his half-brother,
King Rama Ill, who also played the
important role in order to lay down
build up the

modernization concerned. He was

foundation  to

satisfied to make the trade contact
with Chinese and Western people in
many times in order to build up
relationship and find the way to

develop country.

Furthermore, it can be
observed that during the latter’s reign;
King Rama V, the economic expansion,
responsible for the first stages of state
formation, included the increase in
Sino-Siamese trade in response to

demands of world capitalist system
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and the expansion in tax farming
system that enabled the monarch to
shift  his

monopolistic

dependence from royal

trade to internal
exaction. The kingdom, thus, became
better prepared when the royal trade
monopoly came to an abrupt end

with the Bowring Treaty in 1855.

According to the concept of
building up Modernization of state in
the Chakri Dynasty as mentioned in
to be
similarity between Chakri Dynasty and

the above, there seems
Joseon Dynasty. In the first period of
the Joseon rule, Korea has enjoyed an
extraordinary era of social and cultural
development, where the kingdom saw
the height of his glory. This was also
thanks to kings like Sejong the Great,
who executed many important legal
amendments and also introduced the
Hangul alphabet, because he wanted
the Korean people to have their own

written language.

Not only that, it can be
observed that other kings in Joseon
Dynasty also hold fast to the virtuous
and righteous form of rule and build
up modernization of state according to
the developing model of China strictly.
reflected and
about  the

civilizations

During this time, it
showed  obviously

influences of Chinese

towards Korea and then made Korea’s

culture similar to China’s.

After wars, King Yeongjo for
very hard to
different  political

factions into the administration and

example  worked

compose  the
promoted confucianization.  The
second half of the eighteenth century
saw the great wisdom of king Jeongjo,
who not only established a royal
library (Kyujanggak), but also enacted
reforms, which for

several social

example opened government
positions to new social status, in order
to recruit much more efficient officers.
At the time of King Jeongjo's death,
the nineteenth century was about to
begin. From the West came, some
strange rumors about a little general
that was making a lot of trouble in the
continent, but it was eventually
defeated and expelled far away. If the
Joseon didn't care much about this
fact, there was something else that
deserved much more attention: the

British presence in Asia.
2) Building up the State

Regarding building up the state
in Chakri Dynasty concerned, Gothom
Aryan (n.d: 2-3) said that it involved
implicitly the creation of new
structures and organizations designed

to penetrate the society in order to
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regulate behavior in it and draw
resources from it. Facing the threat of
European colonialism in that time,
King Mongkut tried to reform the
itself

widely to the western knowledge and

traditional state by opening
technology, engaging the powers of
the west and accepting to enter the
world capitalist system.

Yong-ho Choe, Peter H. Lee
and Wm.Theodore de Bary (2000:328)
said that according to this point of
opening country to the western

knowledge and technology, there

seem to be a little dissimilarity
between King Mongkut and especially
the King Kojong of Joseon Dynasty,
who restructured domestic politics
and had the expulsion of foreign
aggressors. Around 1860, the Choson
difficult

internal

Dynasty  faced external
(Catholicsim)  and (Sedo
politics) problems. Such domestic and
foreign conditions spawned feelings of
crisis  throughout the whole nation.
Thus, the Korean people demanded
stabilize the

livelihood of the people, check the

that the government

inroads into  Choson by western
powers, and bring national peace. At
that time, the Hungson Taewon-kun,
the Regent, who represented King

Kojong who was a child at the time,

courageously enforced reforms in

order to overcome internal and
external  crisises  confronting  the
nation. The  Taewon-kun  stood

strongly against contact of any kind
with the western countries. Western
sources have regarded him as
stubborn tyrant hostile to outside
influences while Korea tend to see
him as a strong leader who protected
the nation from imperialist conquest.
This is known well as the ‘Hermit

state.’

The anti-foreign powers policy
led by Hungson Taewon-kun received
enthusiastic support from the people,
because they felt threatened by
However, this

potential aggression.

closed door policy was not an
adequate measure against the great
current of world affairs, and thus, it
further

movement of Korea. However, he left

delayed the modernization
the government after 10 vyears of
serving as Regent. Later, he became
friendly to the idea of exchanges of
civilization with foreign powers and as
a result Choson's foreign policy began
to open

ports and engage in

commercial activities.

In Thailand,

might not do as wholeheartedly as

King Mongkut

trade liberalization had an immediate
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effect of reducing royal income. It was
speculated that the great family of
nobles (Bunnags), where much power
laid, forced the acceptance of the
British
whereby British Citizens could trade

Bowring Treaty with the

with whomever with minimum custom
duties and enjoyed extra-territoriality
rights. His son, King Chulalongkorn
(Rama V) is one of the great kings of
Chakri

reformer. He began his reign at a

dynasty and was a great
young age and skillfully started to
reduce the power of Bunnag family
and consolidated power under the
monarchy (Gothom Aryan, n.d: 2-3).

Although, the threat of
colonialism had somewhat subsided,
he still exploited it to pressure the
ruling class to accept his reforms. The
system of assigning bureaucrats to
oversee the  provinces  without
remuneration was abolished, for it led
to excessive extraction from the
populace as well as the withholding of
revenue from the King. It was replaced
by a salary system. Slavery and corvee
labour were abolished; as a result, a
class of owner-cultivators was created
and became a productive force in
yielding raw material for exports. As far

as State-building is concerned, the

most significant reform was in the area

of territorial administration.

The local ruling aristocracies
were replaced by paid officials directly
answerable to the Ministry of Interior.
A modern army was set up, mainly
trained and organized to maintain
internal stability and quell possible
rebellions thus constituting the seed
of the enduring involvement of the

military in Thai politics.
3) Building up the Nation

Regarding
in  Chakri
Aryan (n.d: 3) stated that it is purposed

building up the
nation Dynasty, Gothom
to gain the loyalty and commitment
to the central state authority through
a thorough common culture of the
country. As speculated explicitly about
the building up Thai nationalism, it is
usually attributed to King Vajiravuth
(Rama VI) directly. It is more likely,
however, that his father himself (King
Rama V)
building up the nation by ideologically

started the process of

assimilating  various autochthonous
ethnic groups into Thai identity. This is
the intelligence of King Rama V, the

great king.

About the vehicles important
in order to propagate nationalism

concerned to people in the state is
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education, whose  modernization
started in the early years of King
Chulalongkorn’s reign. The necessity
to introduce nationalism, interpreted
here as the loyalty to the King,
stemmed from the fact that in pre-
modern time, local nobility controlled
the uses of manpower and blurred the
image of the monarchy. Once local
nobility were sidelined, the central
authority had to create and reinforce
the image of royalty in people’s mind.
It can be concluded that the success
of the necessary reforms that laid the
foundation and became instrumental
to building up the nation-state was
largely, due to the absolutism of the
monarchy and the charisma of the

monarch.

In this point as mentioned in
the above, there seems to be a
similarity to the Joseon Dynasty in the
reign of King Sejong, the Great. King
Sejong, a noted Confucian scholar
himself, placed great emphasis on
scholarship  and  education. He
promoted research in the cultural,
economic, and political heritage of
Korea, and he sponsored many new
developments in the areas of science,
philosophy, music, and linguistics. To
encourage young scholars to devote

their time to study, he established

grants and other forms of government

support. Moreover, he introduced

many progressive ideas and
implemented reforms to improve the

life of the common people.

Bruce Cumings (2005;13) said
that the most outstanding of his
achievements by far was the creation
of the Korean alphabet, or han'eul.
Previously, scholars had learned
classical Chinese and had relied on
the Chinese script for literary
purposes, but Koreans did not have an
appropriate script for their spoken
language. King Sejong wanted to
provide Koreans with a written means
than  the

complicated Chinese system. With this

of  expression  other
objective in mind, he commissioned a
group of scholars to devise a phonetic
writing system that would correctly
represent the sounds of spoken
Korean and that could be easily
learned by all people. The system was
completed in 1443. Initially, the use of
was

han'gul opposed by many

scholars and government officials.
They argued that its use would hinder
education and government
administration, both of which were
dependent on the Chinese writing
system. Despite this, however, King
Sejong  ordered

popular  poems,
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religious verses, and well-known
proverbs to be translated into han'gul
to encourage its use. Han'gsul was thus
a political, in addition to a linguistic,
achievement.
Furthermore, King Sejong
commissioned a significant number of
literary works. He saw books as a
means of spreading education among
his people. One of the first works he
commissioned was a history of the
Koryo Kingdom. Others included a

handbook on improved farming
methods to increase production, a
revised and enlarged collection of
model filial deeds, and a illustrated
book of the duties and responsibilities

that accompany human relations.

Especially, King Sejong
contributed to Korean civilization in a
number of other ways, as well. He
made improvements in the movable
metal type that had been invented in
Korea around 1234. He initiated the
development of musical notation for
Korean and Chinese music, helped
improve designs for various musical
instruments, and encouraged the
composition of orchestral music. King
Sejong also sponsored numerous
scientific inventions, including the rain
gauge, sundial, water clock, celestial

globes, astronomical maps and the

ornery a mechanical representation of
solar system.

It can be said briefly that it
was good to have the Absolute
Monarchy system because Thailand
and Joseon Dynasty of Korea need the
with  the

powers in order to solve problems

leading  Kings absolute

and push up to dimensions of
development. Above, the cleverness
of Kings in order to do the
international connectivity and uplift
countries to develop in every sector
was seen undoubtedly. Obviously, the
Absolute Monarchy system in King
Rama V caused the development
through the thorough building up the
nation

modernization, state and

rapidly.  Furthermore, people of
Thailand and Joseon Dynasty of Korea
were happy because the countries
were ruled by the righteous Kings who
applied Buddhist doctrines and the
philosophical doctrines of

Confucianism to rule the country.b

)
Yong-ho Choe, Peter H. Lee and

Wm.Theodore de Bary. 2000. Sources of Korean
Tradition. Vol.2, p.195.
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3. The of Absolute

Monarchy in Thailand and Joseon

Decline

Dynasty

It is said obviously that the
Absolute Monarchy is a system of
government in which supreme power
was vested in a single individual, free
from checks by any higher authority or
organ of popular representation. The
decline of Thai and Korea absolutism
in the past times has constituted a
single process. To enter into the world
capitalism system, Thai state began to
reform and the absolutism of Thailand
helped also to overcome the
resistance to such changes for entering

into the world capitalism system.

3.1 The Ideas for Building up
the State

Gothom Aryan (n.d: 3) stated
that in the process of building up the
state, the unified state dissolved the
powers of the local nobility and it
claimed exclusive jurisdiction over the
citizens to regulate and control a
growing number of activities and

relationships among individuals.
However, the citizens had no rights to
make demands on the state. In fact,
an edict promulgated on 29 April
1901, forbade

lawsuits brought by private citizens

courts to receive

against government officials. This is an

example of an increasingly antagonistic
contradiction between the state and
is that

absolutism on the one hand facilitated

civil society. The paradox
the return to Sukhothai patriarchal
pattern and brought the monarch
closer to the citizens to substantiate
his autocratic authority. On the other
hand, the closeness brought up the
issue of legitimacy of absolute power
itself.

The

contradiction was between the shifting

second important
realities of power and the form of the
state. As the state developed, the
management of the state and that of
affairs of the crown began to separate.
At the same time, the civil/military
bureaucracy was being transformed
into an independent political oligarchy
that

absolutism.

intermittently challenged the
King  Chulalongkorn’s
reforms were intended to consolidate
dynastic state rather than to achieve

political development.”

He had built a

bureaucracy from the old ruling class

modern

and commoners, with the tendency of

Vidya

Evolution of Thai Politics.

Sujaritthanarak.2555.
Nonthaburi:
Sukhothai Thammathirat University Press,
p.194.
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applying paternalism to promote the
former and educational qualification
latter. When the

opportunities for career advancement

and merit to the

of the latter became restricted, they
started looking for alternative ideology
and institutional system. The modern
bureaucrats resolved the contradiction
to Absolute
Monarchy and to the nation by

between being loyal
choosing the nation. They also saw in

western  democratic institutions a
promise of a wider participation in the
political process. Modern bureaucracy,
necessitated by the reforms led by
absolute monarchs, also sealed the

downfall of absolutism.

3.2 The Ideas for Building up
the Nation

According to the contradiction
and tension within the bureaucracy,
King Rama VI pursued the efforts to
build up the nation started by his
father in another direction. In fact, he
introduced the official nationalism as a
tacit response to the tendency of
nationalism becoming more liberal. His
nationalism nicely incorporated the
old symbols of monarchy into the
new symbols of nation. The message
was the Throne and the Nation are
one and the intent was to maintain
counter

absolutism  and political

democracy. In the process, he tried to

instill the strong sense of Thai identity.

About the official nationalism,
it was propagated through education
activities

channels and  cultural

including literature and theatre. A
group of officials called the Wild Tiger
Corps was especially created for this
purpose. It was the important sign to
promote the official nationalism, but it
did not work due to the conspiracy of
1912 led by junior army officers. The
interrogation of the conspirators
revealed both the interests for limited
reforms created by their sense of
need to build

successful career and their sense of

injustice and their

loyalty to the nation as distinct from
loyalty to the monarch. For the
society at large, the early phase of
Thai
growth of anti-Chinese sentiment and

nationalism resulted in the

the ideological assimilation into Thai

identity of wvarious autochthonous
ethnic groups.

3.3 The Other Factors
Concerned

In the reign of King Rama VI,
he created the Wild Tiger Corps. As
observed generally, there seems to
have the unclear boundary of duties
about the Wild Tiger Corps and its
competition  was

over resources
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implicitly. For this point, sometime, he
was criticized for his favoritism and
overspending for such the Wild Tiger
Corps. Then, he was succeeded by his
brother King Prajadhipok (Rama VII).

As descended to the throne,
King Rama VIl also faced another
problem occurring during that time
namely; an economic crisis according
to the great depression in the later
years of 1920s. He reportedly said,
while in self-exile in England, after his
abdication that “I’'m only a soldier.
How can | know about politics? During
the times he is going to give the

abdication in the proper time.

A group of the middle-ranking
people and the military officials
unsatisfied with that situation was
formed quickly. These people and
officials were talented and most of
them  educated from  European
they had been

inspired by the liberal ideology and

countries, where

wished the democratic institutions.
What King Rama VII offered was too
little too late. Therefore, it led the
situation to the political revolution in
CE. 1932. Graciously,
accepted to be the First Constitutional

however, he

Monarch in correspondence with his
wish (Gothom Aryan, n.d: 5).

According to the point of

decline  regarding the  absolute
monarchy, in Joseon Dynasty, it can
be said obviously that after invasion of
Japan, the Sino-Japanese War marked
the rapid decline of absolute
Monarchy in the Joseon Dynasty of
The Absolute

system disappeared from the historical

Korea. Monarchy

page  of  Korea, althoush a
constitutional monarchy in Korea was
very good for the country itself. Royal
family was only the symbol of the
country and also made people love
their own country. If monarchy could
make the profit to the country, this
must be reconsidered. Even though
Joseon Dynasty was fallen by Japan,
royal family is still exist. To correct the
should

restore the constitutional monarchy.

history and justice, Korea

4. The Rise of Constitutional

Monarchy and Vacillating

Democracy

The absolute monarchy, which
had prevailed in Thailand for seven
centuries,

was replaced by

constitutional monarchy through a
coup by Kana Rasadorn (People’s
Party) in 1932. Gothom Aryan (n.d.:6)
stated that King Rama VIl relinquished

his sovereign powers to Kana Rasadorn
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and abdicated in 1935, stating that
“the government and its party employ
methods of administration
incompatible with individual freedoms
and the principles of justice”. He was
succeeded by his nephew, King
Ananda (Rama VIII) whose reign came
to an abrupt end because of his
mysterious death due to gunshot. His
brother King Bhumibol (Rama IX)
would preside over the ups and
downs of democratic institutions and
prove to be a great Constitutional
Monarch. Since then, Thailand has
witnessed periodic political instability,
frequent changes of government,
coups and counter coups and a shift
back and forth between representative
government and authoritarian rule.
Only the monarchy has remained
stable as it continues to win respect
from the populace. Changes of
government under the constitutional
monarchy have mostly been brought
about through coups and mass
uprisings rather than elections. At the

present time, it can be said obviously

that nowadays Thailand is in the
vacillating democracy system.
According to the light as

mentioned in the above, there seems
to be the dissimilarity on the rise of
constitution

monarchy. In  Korea,

Joseon Dynasty fought with  many
problems during ancient times and
finally came to an end in 1910, when
the Japan-Korea Annexation Treaty
was enforced by the Empire of Japan.
According to the  "Japan-Korea
Treaty of 1910," the
ceded all his

authority to the Emperor of Japan.

Annexation
Emperor of Korea
The last Joseon Emperor, Yung-hui,
refused to sign the treaty, but the
Japanese forced Prime Minister Lee
Wan-Yong to sign in the Emperor's
stead. The Japanese ruled Korea for
the next 35 years, until their surrender
to the Allied Forces at the end of
World War IIl. However, it is observed
that the

disappeared from Korea, but the

Constitutional  Monarchy
constructional democracy system has
been changed instead of the absolute

monarchy system.

5. Concluding Remarks

To sum up, the absolute
monarchy system of Thailand and
Korea played the very important role
in order to rule countries from the
former times. In Korean, the absolute
Monarchy system is also important
and necessary tool in order to rule the
state peacefully by using the doctrines
or philosophy of  Confucianism.
Particularly, the politics of Thailand
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between C.E. 1855-1932 is regarded as
the important joint of changing the
Traditional State used Buddhism and
religious belief as the tool for running
the politics and governance into the
Modern State. Such the concept of
Modern state derived from the
western countries is brought initially to
use in Thailand since the reign of King

Rama Il

In the reign of King Rama V,
the important activities were done to
The

political reform in the reign of King

put into the Modern State.

Rama V bears the modern official
system and brought to challenge of
the royal powers of King Rama VI in
1911. It reflected undoubtedly about
decline of monarchy. Although, King
Rama VIl tried to solve problems and
laid the foundation of Democracy
so was not

system, but doing

successful, because the political
Revolution was done by Kanarasadon
in 1932. So, the ruling in this period is
regarded as the beginning of the

constitutional monarchy.

According to the evolution

and decline regarding the ruling
system as mentioned in the above,
there seems to be a similarity to the
The

absolute powerful monarchs ruled the

Joseon  Dynasty. kings are

country with the doctrines and
philosophy of Confucianism obviously.
Neo-Confucianism  served as the
dominant ideology throughout the
Joseon dynasty. It also played a
prominent role in the development of
Korean society until the latter half of
the seventeenth century. However
every dynasty has a height and a
decline and this has happened to the
Joseon as well after they struggled all
along, because it faced both of the
internal war; competition for a King
position and external wars; invasion of
many countries such as Japan etc. It is
said implicitly that Joseon Dynasty

faced the pitiful fate.

However, there is dissimilarity
between two dynasties namely; the
rule  system  of  Constitutional
monarchy disappeared from Korea. It
is believed that all kings in Joseon
Dynasty are only the absolute
monarchs. Then, Korea declared to be
1894

whose

the democratic republic in

envisioning a government,
power was divided into three coequal
branches on the American Model.
Unlike  Thailand, the
monarchy, which had prevailed in
Thailand for

replaced by constitutional monarchy

absolute

seven centuries, was
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through a coup by middle ranking  military officers on June 24, 1932.

P Vo
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THE DOCTRINE OF DEPENDENT ORIGINATION AS BASIS FOR A PARADIGM OF
HUMAN-NATURE RELATIONSHIP OF RESPONSIBILITY
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Anthony Le Duc1

Abstract

The doctrine of paticcasamuppada or Dependent COrigination is one of
the most important teachings of Buddhism and serves as a source of inspiration
for reflections on all kinds of issues including social, political, and spiritual. In this
paper, the doctrine of Dependent Origination is examined as a resource for
conceiving of a relationship between human beings and nature as one
characterized by responsibility. This is done by reflecting upon the abstract form
of the teaching as a law of universal causality that contains an environmental
import. The environmental significance of this teaching appears when we realize
that human thoughts and actions can lead certain things to arise in nature that
may be either positive or negative. Based on these reflections, a paradigm of
human-nature relationship of responsibility is proposed. In addition, the Buddhist
virtues of moderation and contentment are presented as essential ways to

nourish such a relationship.

Keywords: Dependent Origination, Theravada Buddhism, environmental

spirituality
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Doctoral Candidate of Religious Studies Graduate School of Philosophy and
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1. Introduction Origination or Dependent Arising. Many

This paper aims to do the scholars, especially those classified as

2
“G Buddhists” thi t
following two objectives: (1) argues for reeh BUAChSts ™ see this concep

ti t to the i f th
the relevance of the law of as pertinent 1o € bkue o <

( b f ticul
Dependent Origination to the issue of CCOI08y. becalse mof - a  paricdiar

. L interpretation that leads to the idea of
environmental well-being in a way

that is faithful to the canonical text, interdependence of all things. This

. . ) . .
and (2) proposes a paradigm of kind of an interpretation, it seems,

human-nature relationship inspired by easily lends itself to environmental
this fundamental Buddhist teaching.
When tumning to Buddhism as a
resource for a religiously inspired ® “Green Buddhists” are also
environmentalism, perhaps no  sometimes referred to as “EcoBuddhists”

teaching in Buddhism gets mentioned ~ Pecause of they —are enthusiastic

more than paticcasamuppada which supporters of the point of view that

is commonly translated as Dependent Buddhism is naturally environmentally

friendly.
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awareness and protection because it
suggests intimacy, connectedness, and
even oneness, between human beings
and nature. On the other hand, a
number of Buddhist scholars have also
rejected  this sort of  holistic
interpretation of Dependent
Origination, asserting that this doctrine
only pertains to the working of the
human mind and how human suffering
is generated or destroyed. Thus,

Dependent Origination cannot be
utilized as a resource for promoting
environmental ethic and spirituality. In
this paper, | propose a “middle way”
of interpreting the doctrine of
Dependent Origination. First, | propose
that the teaching, especially in its
abstract form, not only applies to the
human condition, but also pertains to
all things in the universe as a whole.
Second, as a universal law of causality,
it indeed contains an environmental
import worthy of consideration in the
discussion on Buddhist environmental
spirituality. In particular, this teaching
will serve as a resource for conceiving
human-nature

of a relationship

characterized by responsibility and
accountability. Finally, this relationship
of responsibility and accountability will
be nourished when human beings
such as

exercise essential virtues

moderation and contentment.

2. Overview of Dependent

Origination
According to the Buddha who
taught  this  Dhammic  principle,

Dependent Origination is a naturally
occurring principle that does not
depend on the existence of either
himself or
Buddhist teachers in the world. The
Buddha affirmed that “Whether an
enlightened Tathagata were to appear

any other enlightened

in this world or not, this principle
would still prevail as an enduring
aspect of the natural order.”>  The
Buddha also emphasized that this
principle is essential to the Dhamma,
which one must comprehend in order
to say that he understands the
Dhamma. “Whoever sees Dependent
Origination  sees the  Dhamma,”
declared the Buddha. “And whoever
sees the Dhamma sees Dependent
Origination.”4 Though on the surface it
may seem simple, as the monk
Ananda once remarked, the Buddha
declared in the Tipitaka that this
principle is much more profound than
what one may initially perceive. It is

part of the Dhamma, said the Buddha,

3

S.L.25.
q

M.1.190.
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that is “deep, difficult to see, difficult
to realize, calm and peaceful, subtle,
not attainable through mere losic,
refined, requiring a wise one to
understand.”’

The principle of Dependent
Origination comes in two forms, long
and short. The short form is a general
formula that does not specify the
main elements involved while the
long form specifies the elements and
how they are connected to one
another in a chained progression. The
short form succinctly states:

When this exists, that comes
to be; with the arising of this, that
arises.

When this does not exist, that
with the

cessation of this, that ceases. (S.11.21)

does not come to be;

The longer form, on the other
hand, specifies various factors linked
together creating a chronolosgical
sequence as follows:

With Ignorance as condition,
there are Volitional Impulses...

With Birth as condition, Aging
and Death, Sorrow, Lamentation,
Pain, Grief and Despair.

The text usually begins with

the element of ignorance (avija) as

> M.L167.

one of the twelve elements that form
the entire chain. One sees that the
existence of ignorance gives rise to
another element, which in turn gives
rise to another element, and so forth.
While this formulation

show how suffering comes to be in

is meant to

the world, the converse, which begins
with the cessation of ignorance and
ends with cessation of death and
decay, depicts the process for
Though

ignorance usually appears first in the

extinguishing suffering.
formula in the text, Phra Prayudh
Payutto warns that this does not mean
that ignorance ought to be taken as
the root cause or the first cause of the
other elements in the chain. The fact
that ignorance appears first in the
sequence is merely for the sake of
convenience, and ignorance is seen as
the most logical element with which
to begin the chain.” The end result is
dissatisfaction, and
various  feelings  associated  with
dukkha. This reality of dukkha leads to
the accumulation of unwholesome
that

perpetuating ignorance which keeps

suffering,  grief,

tendencies in tun leads to

Phra  Prayudh
Buddhadhamma. (Albany: Suny Press,
1995), p. 83.

Payutto,
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the cycle of suffering (samséra) to

repeat itself in an  indefinite
continuation.

From the specified elements
listed in the long formulation, it is
that the

Dependent Origination has a physical

obvious principle  of
as well as a psychological import in
that
suffering comes about and how it may

it sets out to explain how

be extinguished. It describes actions
and the consequences of the actions
received by the individual who is
solely responsible for how he
conducts his life. This principle, thus,
obviously applies to human beings
who possess a conscious mind.
Though the long form apparently only
applies to human beings because of
the elements unique to the human
condition, the short form provides us
with @ more general way of looking at
reality. The short form confirms our
that in the

causation is a natural law that applies

intuition universe,
to both human beings as well as to all
the other entities. And what applies to
human beings also is observed to
occur in other aspects of life, albeit in
different manifestations. In this paper, |
will not focus on how Dependent
Origination plays out in the psychology
of human life, but how it holds import

for human-nature relationship that has

environmental consequences. Most of
the discussion then will involve the
abstract formula because it has a

more encompassing outlook.

3. The Relevance of the law of
Dependent Origination to the
Issue of the Environment

Now, let us begin by examining
whether the
Origination holds any import for our

law of Dependent

concerns related to environmental
well-being. As presented above, the
natural law of Dependent Origination
comes in two forms — one that clearly
applies to human life, and another
that is a more general formulation
with  a seemingly more universal
outlook. Nevertheless, a number of
that the

cannot be

scholars argue abstract

formula taken as a
universal law which can be applied to
all  phenomena, but rather an
abbreviated formulation of the longer
chain. One such scholar is Eviatar
Shulman. In her study of Dependent
that is

Shulman

Origination philological in
that the

principle only applies to the working

nature, asserts

of the mind and is not meant to refer
to all
Shulman, to interpret this principle as

phenomena. According to

the nature of reality is to inject

meanings into it that were not present
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in early Buddhism, but only surfaced
in later discourses on the subjec‘t.7

that the abstract
short

Shulman argues

formula  (the form) refers
exclusively to the mental conditioning
in human beings. Her argument lies in
how the Buddha presented the twelve
links

form:

in connection with the short

In the Dasa-bala-sutta of the
Nidana Samyutta, the Buddha says:
“Imasmim: sati idam hoti.. yad
idam: avijjdpaccaya...” (When this
is, that is..That is: depending on
ignorance...). The abstract formula
is followed by yad idam, followed
by the standard articulation of the
12 links. If the yad idam meant
“for example”

or “such as,” we could accept
the view that the 12 links are a
private case of a general principle
of conditionality. But it clearly does
not. What it does express is more
akin to “that is,” or even more
precisely “that which is.” Hence it
should be clear that the abstract

formula relates precisely and only

Eviatar ~ Shulman,  “Early

Meanings of  Dependent-Origination”,
Journal of Indian Philosophy, 36.2

(2008): 299.

to the mutual conditioning of the
12 links.”

Thus, for Shulman it is not
make

possible  to Dependent

Origination a  universal law  of
causation. | am not convinced by
Shulman’s assertion that this example
indicates a rejection of a universal
application of the doctrine of
Dependent Origination. The fact that
the Buddha spoke directly of the
human situation after he mentioned
the abstract formula in the passage
cited by Shulman does not necessarily
mean that he exclusively had the 12
links in mind when he taught about
Dependent Origination. What we do
that the Buddha was

concerned with human liberation as

know s

the ultimate goal; thus, it would make
sense that he delved into the reality
of human consciousness  without
beating around the bush with other
matters. But this does not mean that if
someone were to ask the Buddha
whether the law of causation could be
applied in any way to non-human
phenomena that he would reply in

the negative. In fact, in the canonical

Eviatar ~ Shulman,  “Early
Meanings of Dependent-Origination,” p.

307.
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texts, the human situation was often
explained with analogies derived from
observable events nature.’ For
example, in the Samyutta Nik&ya, it is
said that just as a seed sown in a field
is able to sprout due to the factors of
soil, nutrients, and moisture, human
life comes about due to certain
causes.

As when a seed is sown in a

field

It erows depending on a pair of
factors:

It requires both the soil's
nutrients

And a steady supply of
moisture:

Just so the aggregates and
elements,

And these six bases of sensory
contact,

Have come to be dependent on
a cause;

With the cause's breakup they
will cease.'

Another

same Nikdya

example from the
shows how human
spiritual achievements come about as

a result of processes that parallel with

’ Pragati Sahni, Environmental
Ethics in Buddhism: a Virtues Approach

(London: Routledge, 2007), p.68 .

10
S.19.

those in nature. Here the Buddha
teaches that the virtuous actions done
by a person repeatedly is like the
fruits reaped from work done in the
field in a continuous manner.
Through these examples, we can see
that Buddha saw the presence of
causal forces in both nature and
human lives. Things occurred in nature
as a result of various conditions. The
same sort of process also took place
in  human mental and physical
phenomena. The difference between
what took place in human beings and
that in nature is that the psychological
aspect was absent from natural
phenomena, while causal forces in
human life were psycho-physical.
Thus, it is reasonable to interpret the
shorter form as depicting the universal
causal law that can be applied to all
objects and entities in the world. The
longer form, which applies specifically
to the human situation, has basis in
this universal principle; it is aimed at
helping human beings to achieve
enlightenment, which is the ultimate
purpose of the Buddha’s teaching.
Many scholars who accept the
law of Dependent Origination as a

universal natural law quickly comes to

11
S.112.
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that this law

necessarily implies that there is an

the  conclusion

“interdependence of all things,” and
that this law has an ecological import.
In the  Buddhist

literature, one finds a great number of

environmental

discussions adopting an interpretation
of Dependent Origination as a principle
of  universal interconnectedness,
interdependence, and mutual
causality of all phenomena. The
highlight the
in  the
Buddhist environmental discourse:
When
collection of Buddhist teachings
with

environmental concerns, one basic

following quotations
centrality of this principle

one brings the vast

into conversation

teaching stands out above all
others in its relevance. That is the
Buddhist

interdependence, which is also one

teaching of

of the most basic aspects of the
Buddhist worldview, a view held in
common by all forms of Buddhism.
Simply  put, interdependence
means that nothing stands alone
apart from the matrix of all else. In
fact, interdependence is to date
invoked

the most commonly

concept in Buddhist environmental
ethics.”

Simply put, interdependence
means that nothing stands alone
apart from the matrix of all else.
Nothing is independent, and
everything is interdependent with
everything else. Logically, the proof
of interdependence is that nothing
can exist apart from the causes and
conditions that give rise to it. But
those causes and conditions are
also dependent on other causes
and conditions. Therefore, linear

causality and isolating a single
cause or an event gives way to a
more web-like understanding of
causality in which everything affects
else in

everything some  way

Arvind
and Deep

Kumar Singh,

“Buddhism Ecology: An
Appraisal” In the proceedings of an
International Buddhist Conference on the
United Nations Day of Vesak on the
“Buddhist Socio
Economic UNDV
Conference Volume published by ICUNDV

& Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya

theme Virtues in

Development”

University, Bangkok, Thailand, held from
May 12-14, 2011, p.421.
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because everything is
interconnected.”

Perhaps the most well-known

example of the interpretation of

Dependent  Origination as radical
interdependence of all phenomena is
the American Buddhist Joanna Macy
“This

provided me ways to understand the

who asserts, doctrine  has
intricate web of co-arising that links
one being with all other beings.”14 For
Macy, this principle does not imply
that one thing simply serves as the
cause for another thing to arise in a
linear sense, but itself is affected due
to the thus

resulting in a “reciprocal dynamic” of

rising of that thing,

co—arising.15 This way of interpreting
paticcasamuppdda has led Macy and
others to translate the doctrine as

“interdependent  co-origination”  or
“interdependent  co-arising.”  This
understanding also lends to the

Rita M. Gross, “Toward a
Buddhist Environmental Ethic,”. Journal
of the American Academy of Religion
65 (1997): 337-338.

Quoted in Sahni,

Environmental Ethics in Buddhism, p. 17.

Pragati

= Joanna Macy, World as Lover,
World as Self: Courage for Global
Justice and  Ecological Renewal,

(Berkeley: Parallax Press, 2007), p. 33.

depiction of a Buddhist worldview that
supports a form of ecological holism,
in which the natural world is seen as a
single whole. In this whole, human
beings, nature, and everything else are
inseparable from one another. Joanna
Macy asserts that when we are able to
dismantle the ego-self and its dualistic
tendencies, we are able to attain an

expanded  self that transcends
“separatedness, alienation, and
fragmentation.” 1 With this

encompassing sense of self, we can
begin to identify with an eco-self in
which there is no longer a need for

uln

the category of versus “you” or
“it” because all those boundaries and
definitions have been des.’croyed.17
According to Macy, along with the
expanded notion of selfhood is the
extended notion of self-interest, in
which the Amazon Basin is seen just as
much a part of our self as our own
arms and legs. Its  protection,
therefore, comes naturally and no

moral exhortation or sermonizing is

1 Joanna Macy, World as Lover,
World as Self, p. 150.

H Joanna Macy, World as Lover,
World as Self, p. 151.



;’ “ U a = =y L4
:@‘i 585U UNAANYIUTNTIAU

~ oo ~ UN oo aUUN @ UNTIAY — WW1EY bEee

necessary since the need for virtue has
become irrelevant.

Despite the popularity of this
way of interpreting
paticcasamuppada, it has not found
consensus, and

complete many

prominent Buddhist scholars have
criticized this particular understanding
of the principle. D.E. Cooper and S.P.
James charge this interpretation as
hyperbolic rhetoric.”” Other scholars
say that these conclusions are not
supported by the texts. Sahni states,
“Though in early Buddhist literature it
is admitted that the various factors of
the self are dependently originated, it
is not claimed that such origination
confirms an interconnection with all
other life or that a person arises in
interaction with everything else.””
Neither does the principle say anything
about a mutual conditioning rather
than a mere universal application of
causation to all phenomena as

depicted by the short form. According

18
Joanna Macy, World as Lover,
World as Self, p. 157.
19 ) .
David E. Cooper and Simon P.
Buddhism,
Environment, (Aldershot,
Ashgate Pub Co., 2005), p. 111.
2 Pragati Sahni, Environmental
Ethics in Buddhism, p. 20.

James, Virtue and

England:

to the Buddhist historian Lambert
Schmithausen, Dependent Origination
is really “Origination in Dependence”
because things arise due to various
conditions, and surmises that the
interdependence interpretation was
influenced directly or indirectly by the
that

developed later on in the Mahayana

Hua-yen/Kegon philosophy

tradition. Schmithausen states:
The
dependence,

idea of a mutual
inter-connectedness
or interrelatedness, here and now,
of all things and beings does not
in  the

canonical texts of Early Buddhism.

seem to be expressed

They only teach that not only
suffering and rebirth but all things
and events, except Nirvana, arise in
dependence on specific
(complexes  of) causes and
conditions, which in their turn have
also arisen in dependence on
causes and conditions, without any
primary, absolute cause at the
begirming.21

The attractiveness of the

interpretation of radical

2 Lambert Schmithausen, “The
Early Buddhist Tradition and Ecological
Ethics”, Journal of Buddhist Ethics, 4:
13-14.
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interdependence is clear. It seems
intuitive that we can move from
interdependence to ecological
awareness quite easily. We can make a
statement such as, “Because all things
in the universe are interdependent, we
take

environment.” However, | do agree

ought to care of the
with the charge that this interpretation
is not supported by the canonical
texts of early Buddhism. In addition, |
question whether this interpretation of
radical interdependence makes for a
practical environmental spirituality.
While the principle affirms that our
actions have consequences  for
ourselves and for others, with the
effects may be close to home or far
reaching, | cannot fathom how any
action on my part, no matter how big
or small would have effects on every
part of the world and even the entire
kind of

significance of my action may be good

universe. To stress this
motivation to do good. However, in
actuality, it may place undue pressure
individual if he
in  this
way. If we adopt Macy’s eco-self, then

on the truly

understands himself radical
whatever a person does in any part of
the world that slightly harms nature,
we ourselves must feel guilt as if we
are actually committing the act. To be

sure, we ought to be aware and

sensitive of our role in certain events
taking place in other parts of the
world. For example, our need to serve
shark fin soup at our wedding banquet
contributes to the hunting and killing
of sharks to the point of near
extinction is undeniable. However, a
healthy

cannot be developed from excessive

environmental  spirituality

feelings of guilt. | myself do not
believe Buddhism would support this
kind of pressure on the individual.
After all, the Buddha made provisions
for unintentional harm as a basis for
reducing the burden of guilt in the
individual. Moreover, | question Macy’s
assertion that an awareness of an eco-
exhortation

self will make moral

irelevant. Experience tells us that
despite the requirement of health
warnings on Cigarette packs
accompanied by gruesome photos,
they do not always keep smokers
from filling their lungs with harmful
chemicals. Whether it is the small ego-
self or the extended eco-self, self-
harming can very well take place
nonetheless.

In the above discussion, |
showed that the two interpretations of
Dependent  Origination—either  as
pertaining exclusively to the human
mind or a law of radical

interdependence of all phenomena—
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are not reflected in the canonical
In context of environmental
the first

virtually excludes any possibility for

texts.
well-being, interpretation
relying on Dependent Origination to
develop an environmental spirituality.
The second interpretation, on the
other hand, takes interdependence to
an unrealistic extreme. | believe we
can arrive at a more reasonable
interpretation of Dependent
Origination that is not only faithful to
the intention of the teaching but also
has significance for the environment.
This interpretation may be said to be
the “middle way” between the two
above mentioned interpretations. First,
the principle serves as a law of
causation for both human beings as
In the

human situation, the law is applied on

well as the entire universe.

a physical-psychological level while in
nature, the law plays out on a physical
level. Moreover, Dependent
Origination is a natural law rather than
an ethical law, meaning that it does
not place any particular value on the
entities, whether they are the causes
and conditions, or the things that arise.
The law simply highlights the process
of how things come into existence as
a result of wvarious causes and
conditions. That being said, when we

contemplate on this natural law, we

see that it can lead us to realize truths
that
ourselves and for our relationship with
The
implications appear when we see that

hold moral implications for

nature. environmental
as a universal natural law, it includes
in its manifestations a connection
between human actions and effects
on the person internally as well as
other people and beings externally.
The Buddha on numerous occasions
highlighted this

sermons.  For

connection in his
example, in the
sutta,”  the
people
filling their

anger, and

Cakkavattasihanada
Buddha that

behaved degenerately,

said when
actions with
hatred, what

famine,

ignorance,
resulted were war,
epidemics  and  other

calamities. However, when people
changed their hearts and their way of
living, nature was restored to balance,
and humanity experienced prosperity
and peace.

The

between human thought and action

claim of causal link

and arisen consequences can also be

seen in other suttas of the Anguttara.

In one sermon, the Buddha asserted:
Bhikkhus,

unrighteous, the

when  kings are

royal vassals

22
D.lIl. 58-77.
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When the

unrighteous,

become unrighteous.
royal vassals are
householders
When

and householders are

brahmins and
become unrighteous.
Brahmins
unrighteous, the people of the
towns and countryside become
unrighteous. When the people of
the towns and countryside are
unrighteous, the sun and moon
proceed off course. When the sun
and moon proceed off course, the
constellations and  the  stars
When the

constellations and  the

proceed off course.
stars
proceed off course, day and night
proceed off course . . . the months
and fortnights proceed off course . .
. the seasons and years proceed off
course. When the seasons and
years proceed off course, the winds
blow off course and at random.
When the winds blow off course
and at random, the deities become
upset. When the deities are upset,
sufficient rain does not fall. When

sufficient rain does not fall, the

crops ripen irregularly.  When
people eat crops that ripen
iregularly, they become short-

lived, ugly, weak, and sickLy.23

23
AllLT4.

Similarly, in another sermon of

the same Nik&ya, the Buddha warned:
When people are excited by

illicit lust, overcome by unrighteous
afflicted by

Dhamma...They take up weapons

greed, wrong
and slay one another resulting in
massive human deaths; sufficient
rain does not fall leading to famine
and lack of grains; wild spirits are
let loose harming human lives.”
The examples cited above
demonstrate that the Buddha indeed
saw a real connection between
human action and effects that arose in
taking the

principle of Dependent Origination as a

nature. Even without
theory of radical interdependence of
all phenomena, that is everything
depends on everything else, we can
still affirm an intimate connection

between beings in the world.

4. The Paradigm of Human-Nature
Relationship of Responsibility and
Accountability

When the law of Dependent
Origination is seen as a universal law
of causality, it can certainly help us to
envision a way that human beings

ought to enter into relationship with

24
A.1.159-160.
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nature that is congruent with this
doctrine. In these paragraphs, | would
like to propose the paradigm of
responsibility and accountability as a
meaningful way to envision human-
nature relationship. Thus, relationship
between human beings and nature
has to do not so much with the way
human beings and nature are
ontologically, but has more to do with
how human beings and nature act
towards one another in concrete
happenings that take place in every
moment. Realization of this truth
helps us to envision a human-nature
that is

responsibility  and

relationship based on
accountability.
Human beings, by virtue of our special
status of having consciousness and
capable of achieving liberation, can
affect the process of giving rise to or
extinguishing suffering, and
consequently, have a special role in
the world.

understand that our actions affect not

Human beings must
only ourselves but others since one
action does not necessarily give rise to
a single effect, but can result in
multiple effects. Our environmental
thus

understanding that the causal law is

spirituality arises from the
applicable within the individual, inter-
personally, and between us and

nature. This understanding tells us

that we cannot live in isolation of

others, but are subjected to the
common universal causal law where
our actions, thoughts, and intentions
must be taken into account.

The environmental spirituality
that results from this interpretation of
Dependent Origination is not one of
nonchalance on the one end, and
undue burden on the other extreme.
Rather, it is a clear-minded spirituality
realization that

that comes from

human beings and nature are
companions in samsaric life in which
in  the

natural process of birth, old age,

both are bound together
suffering, and death. Responsibility
towards nature, therefore, is the task
entrusted to all people—the lay folks,
the religious, as well as the political
leaders. The Buddha indeed taught
that actions of influential individuals
gave rise to things in the community;
and actions of humanity influenced
Thus,

everyone is expected to be aware of

the outcome in nature.
the people and things that make up
our relational life. In the Sigalovada
5utfo,25 the Buddha advised a young
householder in great details on his

duties on his parents, his wife, his

25
D.11.180.
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children, his servants, his friends and
associates, as well as other important
figures such as teachers, ascetics and
brahmins. Though there is no specific
mention of his responsibility towards
in  this

consider this sutta along with the

nature instance, when we
other examples cited above, we are
able to conclude that there is tangible
effects on nature due to human
actions. Nature could reasonably be
added to the list of relationships that
we must enter into and diligently
maintain. Thus, human beings, at the
very least, bear indirect duty to nature
to promote its well-being. Our
reflection on Dependent Origination,
therefore, can lead us to understand
our relationship with nature as that of
responsibility  and  accountability.
Cooper and James assert that to be
responsible is to exercise readiness
and eagerness to take on one’s moral
responsibilities rather than accepting
them passively as something that one
is fated to do.”’

Displaying  responsibility and
accountability to each other is a
natural part of seeing each other as

companions on a journey where the

* David E. Cooper and Simon P.
Buddhism,

Environment, p.104.

James, Virtue and

final destination is liberation from
suffering for all sentient creatures. The
recognition of this companionship is
essential in  forming an internal
that

demonstrated in concrete actions and

disposition subsequently s
activities that give rise to positive
effects instead of negative ones. Phra
Prayudh Payutto writes, “Since we
must be bound to the same natural
law we are friends who share in
suffering and joy of one another. Since
in both

suffering and joy of one another we

we are friends who share

should help and support one another
rather than persecute one another.””’
The
Origination, thus presents us with a

principle of  Dependent
vision of the human community not as
antagonists of nature, blindly doing
things without awareness of how these
actions may affect ourselves and
others, but always conscious that all
effects arise due to various causes and
conditions. Human suffering comes
from causes that take place in our
very own mind. We can also be the
source of the conditions that lead to
suffering of other human beings and of

the destruction of nature. Awareness

" Phra Prayudh Payutto, aulne
fiudn, (Bangkok: Karomwichakan, 2010),
p. 21.
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of this necessarily demands awareness
of responsibility and accountability.
This is an important foundation for
embarking on the path that leads
human beings  to act more
thoughtfully and virtuously as to
ensure a harmonious human-nature

relationship.

5. Relationship of Responsibility
and Accountability Nourished by
Virtues

Understanding of our
responsibility  and  accountability

towards  nature as  superficial
knowledge alone is not sufficient for
positive outcomes in human-nature
relationship. A vision remains simply a
dream and not reality when it is not
supplemented by concrete actions for
it to be realized. The Four Noble
Truths taugsht by the Buddha s
practically useless if there were no
Noble Eightfold Path to complement
it. A
relationship

harmonious  human-nature
characterized by
responsibility is enhanced when the
individual ~ strives for mental and
spiritual development leading to inner
which

subsequently manifests itself in the

self transformation,

exercising of the various virtues that

build a more positive human-nature

relationship. Though it is beyond the
scope of this paper to go into details
about how to carry out this mental
and spiritual development, it can be
said that the course of self cultivation
would not be much different from
how one develops oneself in the
overall Buddhist pedagogy. The only
possible difference is that one
intentionally includes nature in view
alongside with all the other things that
make up one’s relational life so that
when one thinks and acts, these
thoughts and actions are directed
positively to nature as well as to all
who may be affected by them.

In our paradigm of relationship
of responsibility and accountability,
two of the most pertinent virtues that
ought to be visible in the actions and
activities of the cultivated person are
moderation and contentment.
Moderation and contentment serve as
the antidote for the greed that is
detrimental to one’s quest for
liberation. There is a plethora of texts
in the Buddhist canon that exhorts the
individual to exercise self-discipline
and restraint in behavior, resisting
in the

senses. The Agganria Suttra of the

temptation and indulgence
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Digha Nikéy028 tells a fanciful tale of
the beginning of the world where as
(pre)human  beings went  through
moral degeneration, filling their hearts
with greed, hatred, and envy, human
lives became less and less joyfut.29 In
the beginning, the

beings  were

luminous and weightless creatures
floating about space in pure delight.
However, as time passed, on earth,
there appeared a sweet and savory
substance that piqued the curiosity
and interest of the beings. They not
only ate the substance, but due to
greed

seeping in, they ate it

voraciously which led to its eventual

depletion. In the meanwhile, due to
endlessly feeding on the earth
substance, the weightless beings

eventually would not only become
coarse individuals with a particular
shape, but also lose their radiance.
The story then goes on to tell how
the natural world and human society

continue to evolve in unwholesome

* D.1I. 80-98.

z Although the original intention
of the Buddha in telling this story to the
Brahmins is to critique the caste system
as falsely deemed to be divinely

ordained, the story obviously has
valuable implications for human-nature

relationship as well.

manners as a result of the depraved
actions of humanity. This tale clearly
that

connection

shows there is a causal

between human
virtuousness and the state of the
natural world. The lack of moderation,
thus, can be seen to be a cause for
great detrimental effects not only to
the surrounding environment, but also
to the state of one’s own spiritual
well-being. While Buddhism does not
advocate abject poverty, the Buddha
indeed  taught  that

dependence on material things was a

excessive

hindrance towards spiritual progress.
For the Buddha, a life that led to true
happiness was not one controlled by
sense desires, but rather a life of
simplicity guided by wisdom and
moral virtues.

Moderation is a virtue when it
goes hand in hand with contentment
(Santutthi), which Buddhism greatly
advocates. In the Suttas, time and
time again the Buddha reminded the
monks to be content with simple
things and avoid desire of many things.
In the Anguttara, the Buddha says “I
do not see even a single thing that so
causes unarisen wholesome qualities

to arise and arisen unwholesome
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qualities to decline as contentment.”
In the same collection of discourses,
the Buddha extols the monk who is
alms

content with whatever robe,

food, and lodging he receives as
“diligent, clearly comprehending and
ever mindful, is said to be standing in
an ancient, primal noble Uneage.”31
As new robes are received, the old
ones are not tossed away but made
use of as coverlets. Likewise, the old
cover-sheets are turned into floor-
sheets, the old floor-sheets become
foot-towels, the old foot-towels are
and old dusters
Thus,

moderation is not only seen in how

used as dusters,
become ﬂoor—spreads.32
one obtains new things, but also

demonstrated in how old things
continue to be put to good use.
Contentment is opposed to non-
(tanhd)
which focuses on fulfilling one’s needs
with While human

craving leads us to think that more

contentment and craving

limited  things.

material  possessions and  greater
material wealth is desirous, Buddhism

teaches us that contentment is the

30

Al 13.
31

All. 27-29.
32

V.. 291.

“greatest riches””> whereas destruction
of all cravings means overcoming all
suffering.34

One can immediately see how
moderation and contentment
advocated by Buddhism would have
profound effect on human-nature
relationship and environmental well-
being. By setting limits on our lifestyle,
focusing on what we truly need rather
than what we like or what we want,
consumerism, and subsequently
commodity production, is reduced.
This leads to less strain on natural
resources and results in improved
ecological equilibrium. Moderation and
contentment  also  means  true
appreciation of the thing that one
already possesses and intends to use
it in the

possible. Oftentimes, people discard a

most  meaningful way
perfectly good mobile phone or tablet
that they have been using simply
because there is a new model out on
the market that supposedly will bring
about more satisfaction to the
consumer. Such behavior is indicative
of not appreciating the thing that one
already possesses and how one’s life

is being well-served by it. Exercising

33
Dp.204.

34
Dp.21.
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moderation and having contentment
with respect to the environment, is
ultimately a reflection of a person’s
sense of responsibility towards nature.
It reflects our awareness of the limited
natural resources available for human
use. It also reflects our understanding
that wanting more and owning more
means placing unnecessary strains on
And it
understanding

nature. reflects our

that our behavior
becomes the condition that gives rise
to certain phenomena that take place
in the world in accordance with the
teaching of Dependent Origination.
Thus, any spirituality that advocates
simple living and contentment rather
than constant striving for material
possessions clearly reflect a sense of
responsibility and  are  naturally
towards  environmental
well-being. With the state of the

natural environment as it is, there is a

beneficial

great need at this time for simplicity
and contentment on the part of

human beings.

6. Conclusion

In this paper, | have attempted
to propose a paradigm of human-
nature relationship characterized by
human responsibility and
accountability based on my

interpretation of the doctrine of

Dependent Origination. | tried to show
that while Dependent Origination in its
long form only applied to the human
condition, the abstract form has a
universal application, and in particular
has an environmental import. The
environmental import does not lie in
the claim of radical interdependence
of all phenomena, but in the fact that
this law of causality pertains to
human-human and human-nature
relationships. Contemplation on this
law of causality leads us to recognize
that human thoughts and actions do
lead to certain effects arising in nature
that can either be positive or negative.
Realization of this reality, therefore,
makes us aware that a healthy human-
nature relationship includes the
dimension of responsibility and
accountability. | further proposed the
virtues of moderation and
contentment, which when exercised
diligently and conscientiously, would
positively reinforce this relationship
and help promote environmental
well-being. The development and
exercise of virtues such as these are
necessary because although the vision
of a relationship characterized by
responsibility is an admirable one, it
cannot be realized without the
necessary ethical actions that make

this vision a reality. One may express



;’ “ U a = =y L4
:@‘i 585U UNAANYIUTNTIAU

~ 0do ~ UN oo aUUN @ UNTIAY — WW1EY bEde

concern as to why in this relationship,
human beings seem to bear the brunt
of the responsibility while nature
seems to be the beneficiary of human
efforts. The answer is clear and simple.
Human beings are entrusted with the
responsibility because we are gifted
with mental consciousness and the
opportunity for self cultivation and
transformation. Taking responsibility
and holding ourselves accountable to
our actions is both a privilege and a
duty by virtue of our status in the
world. Fulfilling this duty not only
benefits others but also brings about
spiritual progress for ourselves. Thus,
living out this relationship of
responsibility and accountability ought
not be seen as an undue burden but a
natural part of being human and
having to live out our relational life in
the most positive ways possible.
Lastly, though the focus of this paper
is the doctrine of Dependent
Origination, | do not think that this
teaching alone is sufficient for a full
Buddhist environmental spirituality.
Indeed,

meaningful Buddhist environmental

a well-rounded and

spirituality must also be informed by
other essential Buddhist teachings that
help us to conceive of human-nature
relationship in other ways, as well as
how to make this relationship

harmonious and productive.35
Nonetheless, in any reflection on
Buddhist environmental spirituality, it
would be severely lacking if the
doctrine of Dependent Origination
were left out of consideration.
Abbreviations
A Anguttara
D Digha Nikaya
Dp Dhammapada
M Majjhima Nikaya

Samyutta Nik&ya
\ Vinay

35 .
essential

Other Buddhist
teachings such as the Three Marks of
Existence, the principle of kamma, and
the teaching of samis@ra are also
important resources for reflecting on

human-nature relationship.
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