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Abstract

The objectives of this case study research were: 1) to study the
application of the principles of 7 Aprihaniyadhammas to the government of
the Sangha Party in Mueang District, Chachoengsao Province; 2) to study related
difficulties and their causes and 3) to recommend approaches to solving related
difficulties. This was a qualitative research based on documentary research,
interviews, and participatory observation. The results showed that the Sangha
held meetings regularly, were united, accepted and followed the resolutions of
the meetings, followed the discipline as their standard, respected their seniors,
fulfilled their duties with no expectation of luck, wealth or homage, worked with
regard for the common good, were fair, preserved traditions, protected and
promoted Buddhism, and let good, ethical people lead and govern the Sangha.
The causes of difficulties were that Buddhist monks are not allowed to take
exams to apply for government positions; Buddhist monks are prohibited from
taking personal photographs in public and Buddhist monks are not allowed to
run for office. The recommendations are that new regulations should be
Provided to fit the principles of democracy and training should be organized to
educate people about the democratic system in a way that is compatible with

the dhammacracy system.

Keywords: Governing Sangha Party, 7 Aparihaniyadhammas, Mueang District,
Chachoengsao Province
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