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Trend in Dhamma Practice for lay Buddhists in the next two decades
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Abstract

This paper was a part of research study entitled “Trend in Dhamma
practice for lay Buddhists in the next two decades". The objective was to study
Trend in Dhamma Practice for lay Buddhists in the next two decades. This
research was conducted by qualitative research. The research methodology for
future used Trend Analysis, Participatory observation and observation without
participation including in-depth interviews. The religious practice of lay people in
the modern time were of two ways: 1) the Thai style practice and 2) the formal
practice. According to the trend of lay people‘s religious practice, the study
showed that there will be several aspects of trends during the next two decades.
Such aspects were listed as 1) working was religious practice, 2) practice
the Dhamma with the development of the subject of meditation, 3) practice
the Dhamma by those who could not be ordained, for example, third sex,
disabled and this also includes a group of women, 4) practice the Dhamma in
academics, 5) practice the Dhamma of social activities, 6) practice the Dhamma
by the other religions people, 7) practice the Dhamma according to tradition. All
the mentioned practices are the tendency to spread out more and more. Only
the practice of the Dhamma of tradition will be the tendency to be continually
less by virtue of the changes of society.

Keywords: Trend in Dhamma Practice, Dhamma Practice for lay Buddhists
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