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Abstract

This research has three main objectives :- to (1) to study equality in the Western
theory (2) to study equality in the Theravada Buddhism (3) to propose the
principles of Buddhist integrated development of equality in urban society. This
research is mixed both quality research and In-depth interview, and then analyze
information to develop principle of Buddhist integrated development of equality
in urban society. The principle is assessed by focus group for its probability and
appropriation to be applied in society.

From the research, it is found that according to the Christianity, the
concept of equality originated from the belief that all men are created equally.
For Thomas Hobbes, John Lock, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, they defended the
claim that in a state of nature, men are free and equal. Men are equal in dignity.
For Buddhism, equality from the perspective of being, all men are equal under
the Law of Nature and the Law of Karmma which is the internal factor, not the
external factor.

Dhamma teachings of Theravada Buddhism can be integrated and
applied to equality development of society in four aspects ; political, economic,
social and cultural, aiming of solidarity, upholding the middle path principles,

sharing, fairness and no-discrimination to all.

Keywords : Equality, Development, Contemporary Society, Buddhist Integrative
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