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The maintenance of identity in multicultural society of Siamese
Buddhist monks in Kedah state, Malaysia
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Abstract

In this article, an attempt was purposely made to answer the
research’s objectives: 1) the maintenance of identity in multicultural society of
Siamese Buddhist monks in Kedah state, Malaysia; 2) the concept of the
maintenance of identity in multicultural society of Siamese Buddhist monks in
Kedah state, Malaysia; 3) an application of the concept of the maintenance of
identity in multicultural society of Siamese Buddhist monks in Kedah state,
Malaysia; and 4) to build a new body of knowledge and a platform in the
maintenance of the identity of other ethnic groups for peaceful co-existence in
multicultural society. This is a qualitative research consisting of two methods,
namely document study and field study. The presentation was by the analytical
description. The results of research were found as follows:

1. As for the maintenance of identity in multicultural society of
Siamese Buddhist monks in Kedah state, Malaysia, the study revealed that
Siamese Buddhist monks have been maintaining the identity in (Thai) language,
religion, culture and way of life and also passing them on for a long time from
generation to generation.

2. The concept of the maintenance of identity in multicultural society
of Siamese Buddhist monks in Kedah state, Malaysia, it was found that (1)
concerning the language (southern Thai language), (2) concerning religion
(Theravada Buddhism), (3) concerning cultures (Form of practices as Buddhist
Monks in Thailand), (4) concerning way of life as Buddhist Monks in Thailand.

3. An application of the concept of maintaining the identity in
multicultural society of Siamese Buddhist monks in Kedah state, Malaysia, it was
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found that (1) concerning the language, Siamese Buddhist monks have been
using the Siamese (Thai) language as a tool of communication for maintenance of
identity; (2) concerning religion, Buddhism and its teaching are their principle of
life; (3) concerning cultures, the cultures and rituals are their identity and using as
a tool of communication for maintenance of identity; (4) concerning the way of
life, Siamese Buddhist monks led a solitary, natural and kindly life.

4. Accept a new body of knowledge and format for other ethnic

groups to have a peaceful co-existence in multicultural society.

Keywords: Siamese Buddhist Monks, Multicultural Society, Maintenance of
Identity, Kedah State
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