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An Analytical Study of Surrogacy in Buddhist Perspective
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Abstract

This article is a part of dissertation entitled “An Analysis of Surrogacy
in Buddhist Perspective”. Its objectives were to analytically study surrogacy in
Buddhist perspective and its social impact. Research methodology in this paper is
a qualitative research done by studying the procedures related to surrogacy and
Buddhist moral principles.

The results of the study were found that human embryos derived
from a combination of egg and sperm in a laboratory are not considered to be a
living being as no soul is associated. As human being is a womb-born creature;
human being happens only in the womb. The destruction of embryo is not
considered to be Panatipata; however surrogacy has an effect on Buddhist moral
principles and society in the following ways: 1) surrogacy involves the procedures
that use technology to assist such reproduction resulting in lacking moral
compassion for fellow human beings as people do not care for the emotion of
both pregnant woman and a newborn baby, 2) certain confusion is caused by
surrogacy as to who is the real mother of the newborn baby, mother by law,
biological mother or mother by Buddhist principles. What actually happens is
that such a baby is being raised by legal mother who is perhaps not related by
biological context which may cause retribution from separating the baby from
real mother, 3) surrogacy likely creates the opportunity to generate new life by
which it will give rise to human trafficking business, 4) surrogacy will likely cause
more abortion as a woman who makes decision is not pregnant by herself, and 5)
surrogacy may cause many other social problems, for example, psychological
problems of the baby, intermarriage between sibling, etc. Therefore, according to
Buddhist perspective, more violation of morality is likely precipitated by such
surrogacy.

Keywords: Surrogacy, Buddhist Perspective, Fertilisation
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