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Abstract

This article is a part of doctor of Philosophy in Buddhist studies
which focus on “An approach to develop education, status and role of the
Thai nuns.” There are three objectives. The first is to study the history and
beginning of Thai nuns. The findings of this research indicate that nuns began
to appear during the reign of Asoka (236 BC) and its development continue to
reign of King Rama IX of Thailand. At that moment, nuns have come to work
together to establish the institute of Thai nuns the backeround of the Thai
nuns. The second is to study the factors that hinder Thai nuns’ development
in their education, status and role. The third is to give suggestions for future
development in terms of education, status, and role in the Thai society.
Methodology use quantitative and qualitative research. The findings revealed
that

1. In terms of the approach to develop education, the government
should register the nun organization in the women development plan of
Department of Social Development and Human Security in order to consider
promotion of higher education by granting scholarships both nationally and
internationally so that the nuns will be quality personnel in Buddhism with
potential and dignity.

2.In terms of the approach to develop the nun status, the
president of the nun organization deemed that the government should certify
the nun status and determine the codes of conduct for the nuns.

3. In terms of the approach to develop the role of the nuns, training
should be held for them so that they can improve their language and
computer skills in order to be prepared for ASEAN. Thus, these nuns will be
able to apply their skills in the global arena and improve their leadership role.

Keywords: Development, Education, Status, Role, Thai Nun
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