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Abstract

This article is a partial fulfillment of doctorate dissertation entitled “A Relative
Study of Sunnata (Emptiness), Vimokkha (Salvation) and Tilakkhana (Three
Characteristics) in Theravada Buddhism” with objectives to study relationship of
Sunnata (Emptiness), Vimokkha (Salvation) and Tilakkhana (three characteristics)
in Theravada Buddhism. Research methodology is qualitative one with focus on
Buddhist scriptures. Research results are found as following : Sufnata indicates
emptiness or voidness i.e., void from soul or self. It is a state of voidness from all
defilements - lust, hatred, and delusion. Vimokkha means salvation or liberation
from all impurities by means of concentration on the void, on the signless, and
on the desireless or non-hankering, all included in Tilakkhana or the Three
Characteristics. To this regard, Suffiatd and Vimokkha convey the relevant
meaning as to emptiness or salvation from defilements by realizing the Three
Characteristics as non-self, impermanence, and suffering, which is a state of
Nibbana.

Keywords : Emptiness, Salvation, Three Characteristics
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